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Obtaining 
defensive weapons 
a priority for 
Ukraine, new 
ambassador says 


By Marco Levytsky 

Obtaining lethal defensive 
weapons from Canada is a key pri- 
ority for Ukraine, says the coun- 
try’s new ambassador to Ottawa. 

Andriy Shevchenko says he has 
met with several Canadian officials 
since presenting his credentials on 
Dec. 14 and that is an issue he has 
raised continuously. 

“T would refrain from mentioning 
specific names (with whom he has 
met), but you can be sure that this 
is one of the key issues that we are 
discussing at every possible meet- 
ing because we feel that it is very 
timely to explain to our partners 
what is necessary,” he told Ukrain- 
ian News Jan. 18. 

“On the ground we have already 
seen a full-scale conventional war 

with tanks, artillery, aircraft, 
radio-electronic warfare. That 
pretty much describes our defen- 
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Andriy Shevchenko 


Sive priorities. Besides that, even 
a quick look at the map tells you 
that Ukraine’s shoreline along the 
Black and Azov Seas has become 
a new security challenge. We share 
all our concerns with our inter- 
national allies. 

“The Canadian government is 
getting this information not only 
from us, but also from the Canadian 
officers who already helping the 
Ukrainian army on the ground — in 
the Yavorivskiy training ground or 
in the Kamyanets-Podilskiy апії- 
mining centre,” he said, adding that 
the Canadian officers training the 
Ukrainian soldiers at those centre 
are very well integrated with them 
and are quite aware of their needs. 

Shevchenko, a former journalist 
who started out as a correspondent 
for Ukrainian News, said that he 
was surprised how many people in 
Canada believe the war is now over. 

“It is not. Every day we get new 
reports of violations of the cease- 
fire by the Russi 
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Procession leaves St. Nicholas Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church for the Blessing at the Ice Cross 


Feast of Jordan celebrated at UCHV 


(UkrNews)—A total of 310 par- 
ticipants turned out for the annual 
celebration of the Feast of Jordan 
at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village (UCHV), January 19. 

This included 233 students and 
parents from all the grades of St. 
Martin Elementary School as well 
as grade 3 from Archbishop Joseph 
MacNeil Elementary School. 


In addition, there were 73 vis- 
itors from the general public, 
which is a very good turnout for 
a winter weekday, says David 
Makowsky, Head of Communi- 
cations and External Relations of 
the UCHV 

Yordan (Jordan), also known as 
the Feast of the Epiphany, com- 
memorates the baptism of Christ 
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and is celebrated on January 6 ac- 
cording to the Gregorian calendar 
and January 19 by the Julian. 

It is often considered the end of 
the Ukrainian Christmas season 
in popular tradition, although the 
Ukrainian Liturgical Christmas sea- 
son lasts until the Presentation of 
Jesus at the Temple (February 2 on 
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Bild написало 


про російську 


готівку у вагонах на Донбас 


Дарія Караннія, Радіо Свобода 

Росія витрачає щорічно понад мільярд євро 
на соціальну допомогу та пенсії для територій 
під контролем угруповань «ДНР» та «ЛНР». 
Про це повідомляє німецький таблоїд Bild. Ви- 
дання зазначає: «ДНР» і «ЛНР» ніколи не були 
життєздатними з фінансової точки зору. Водночас, 
із минулого року на території, що перебувають 
під контролем цих угруповань, зарплати і пенсії 
виплачують у російських рублях. Автор статті 
стверджує, що російська валюта надходить на 
Донбас вагонами - у прямому сенсі. 

Регулярні виплати зарплат і пенсій на окупованій 
частині Донбасу поновилися з квітня 2015 року. 
Здійснюються вони, однак, не в гривнях українською 
владою, а в рублях від імені місцевого керівництва, 
пише німецький таблоїд Bild. 

За даними видання, мільйони російських рублів 
регулярно надходять на схід України - зокрема, й 
у вагонах поїздів. Автор розслідування, журналіст 
Юліан Рьопке навіть надав мапу того, як, за його 
даними, тонни російської валюти надходять у 
непідконтрольні Україні частини Донецької та 
Луганської областей. 

Зарплати i пенсії населення на Донбасі пере- 
рахували у рублі за таким невигідним курсом, що 
людям ледь вистачає коштів на найнеобхідніше, 
пише Bild. Щоб хоч якось звести кінці з кінцями, 
сотні тисяч українців під контролем «ДНР» та 
«ЛНР» продовжують отримувати українські 
соціальні допомоги та пенсії, вирушаючи заради 
цього через лінію фронту, зазначає журналіст. 

Макіївчанка Ольга (ім'я змінене з міркувань 
безпеки) розповіла у коментарі Радіо (Свобо- 
да, що такі публікації вкотре підтверджують 
присутність Росії в регіоні. «Це зайвий раз дово- 
дить присутність Росії, як би вона не відмовлялася 
від того, що тут є її вплив. Введення цієї рубльової 
зони, коли говорилося про мультивалютну зону, 


а, по суті, трапилося насильницьке насадження 
рубля... Пенсіонери змушені українську пенсію 
переводити в рублі, тому що як інакше вижити 
людям», - каже жінка. 

За даними німецького видання, фактично весь 
бюджет угруповань «ДНР» і «ЛНР» складається 
з так званої «гуманітарної допомоги» Росії. Як 
повідомляється в статті, близько 90 відсотків усіх 
коштів у рублях, які мали ці території до грудня 
2015 року, були «імпортовані ззовні». Зарплати 
учасників угруповань, пише автор, - від 90 до 465 
євро. 

Посол із особливих доручень Міністерства за- 
кордонних справ України Дмитро Кулеба сказав у 
коментарі Радіо Свобода, що розслідування Bild 
має звернути увагу західних ЗМІ на те, як саме 
Росія спонсорує конфлікт в Україні. 

«Факт всебічної підтримки - і військової, і 
економічної, яку надає Росія на сході України, - є 
беззаперечним i очевидним для Hac. Ми вітаємо 
увагу західних аудиторій до природи так званих 
«ЛНР» i «ДНР», що тримаються вони не тільки 
на російських багнетах, але й на російських гро- 
шах», - зазначив Дмитро Кулеба. 

Ані сайти сепаратистів, ані офіційна Москва 
на статтю досі не відреагували. Загалом Росія 
заперечує свою причетність до ситуації на сході 
України. Офіційно Москва відправляє на Донбас 
хіба що «гуманітарні конвої». Навіть присутність 
у Донецькій 1 Луганській областях російських 
військових президент Росії Владімір Путін раніше 
прокоментував так: «Ми ніколи не казали, що там 
немає людей, які займаються там вирішенням пев- 
них питань. Але це не значить, що там присутні 
регулярні російські війська, Відчуйте різницю». 

Bild - найбільша німецька щоденна газета- 
таблоїд, щось на кшталт «жовтої преси». Водно- 
час, у січні 2016 року саме цьому видання дав 
розлоге інтерв'ю президент Росії Владімір Путін. 


Українські експортери мають виходити 
на американський ринок - посол 


(Голос Америки) -Київ запровадив мораторій 
на імпорт товарів з Росії у відповідь на аналогічний 
крок з боку Москви. Унаслідок торговельної війни 
з Росією Україна може втратити до 600 мільйонів 
доларів, кажуть економісти. Але частково ці втра- 
ти планують перекрити за рахунок активнішого 
виходу на ринки ЄС. Чи спонукатиме ситуація 
український бізнес виходити на американські 
ринки, і як український уряд допомагає у цьому 
підприємцям? Про це «Голос Америки» запитав 
посла України у США Валерія Чалого. 

Дипломат насамперед назвав російське ембарго 
на імпорт товарів з України суто політичним кро- 
ком, продовженням економічними методами війни 
проти України. На переконання Валерія Чалого, 
при цьому спостерігалася низка порушень правил 
Світової організації торгівлі та процедури призу- 
пинення дії угоди СНД про вільну торгівлю, які 
слід проаналізувати. «Може виникнути унікальна 
ситуація, коли Росія має вийти з цієї угоди. I ми за- 
лишимося в рамках дії цієї угоди разом з іншими 
партнерами: Казахстаном, Білоруссю», - зазначив 
посол. 

Стосовно економічних втрат української сто- 
рони Валерій Чалий наголосив, що зараз жоден 
експерт не може назвати обсяг реальних втрат. 
«Будь-яке припинення торгівлі - це погано. В 
наших умовах щодо Росії - логічно. Чи можна 
переорієнтувати експорт? Можна. Більше того, ми 
готові максимально сприяти усім компаніям, які 
шукають свою нішу на американському ринку», - 
запевнив дипломат. 

Він нагадав про систему преф 
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рення зон вільної торгівлі на різних напрямах, і 
українська сторона виходитиме з ініціативою ство- 
рення зони вільної торгівлі між двома країнами, 
зазначив Валерій Чалий. 

«Але навіть того режиму, який зараз є, достат- 
ньо для того, щоб українські компанії входили в 
конкретні сегменти американського ринку, Хто 
шукає - той знайде рішення, а ми допоможемо», 
- наголосив посол України у США. 

Валерій Чалий висловив думку і щодо мож- 
ливого надання військової допомоги Україні. 
Відповідні законопроекти виносяться на роз- 
гляд Конгресу. «658 мільйонів доларів допомо- 
ги Україні, які закладені у бюджеті США 2016 
року - це досягнення. Але це постійна робота. 
Нові законопроекти якраз конкретизують 1 дають 
можливість використати ці ресурси. Є такі позиції, 
які потребують додаткового законодавчого врегу- 
лювання. Законопроекти якраз направлені на те, 
щоб загальнополітичні рішення щодо військової 
допомоги та в сфері безпеки знайшли втілення у 
конкретних поставках», - сказав Чалий. 

Серед інших пріоритетних завдань посольства 
України у США в новому році Валерій Чалий на- 
звав організацію діалогу на найвищому рівні. «Я 
вже можу анонсувати, хоча ще не остаточно, але 
ми будемо планувати i готувати візит президен- 
та Петра Порошенка наприкінці березня до Ва- 
шингтона. І для участі в саміті з питань ядерної 
безпеки, i для додаткових зустрічей, планується 
ціла програма», - заявив посол і додав, що розро- 
блено цілий план заходів, спрямованих на погли- 
блення взаємовідносин, насамперед у політичній, 
безпековій та економічній сферах. 

«На політичному рівні - це відновлення робо- 
ти комісії стратегічного партнерства, по-друге, 
розробка чіткого бачення двосторонньої взаємодії 
альних і двосторонніх питаннях, 1 третє - 
чітке розуміння сторонами сєредньострокової 
перспективи взаємовідносин двох країн», - сказав 
Валерій Чалий про головні завдання, наголосив- 
ши на необхідності розробки перспективних до- 
вгострокових проектів: у космічній сфері, у галузі 
високих технологій та двосторонній торгівлі. 
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CUFTA implementation 
proceeding on schedule 
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graph, before it is finalized and 
sent to the respective parliaments 
for ratification. 

This is routine procedure for 
such agreements and he expects it 
to be finalized by the end of this 
year or maybe in six months. 

Once in place, CUFTA will pro- 
vide great benefits to both parties, 
he says. 

“Let’s take a look at the Ukrain- 
ian economy. It is a 45-million 
market with skillful and not ex- 
pensive professionals, with cheap 
energy, and with huge thirst for 
new technologies and investments. 
This is why a leading Dutch bank 
ABN AMRO has put Ukraine in 
the number one position in the list 
of the most attractive investment 
opportunities. Agriculture, food, 
IT look very promising in terms of 
cooperation. 

“Together with Ukrainian and 
Canadian business communities 
we plan a big investment forum in 
Toronto this year. We already feel a 
growing, business interest on both 
sides of the Ocean. We should use 


U.S. delivers $23 million in 
military aid to Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Jan. 16 at Boryspil 
International Airport, the United 
States delivered $23 million in 
vital military communications and 
medical equipment to Ukraine, re- 
ported the Ю. 5. Embassy in Kyiv 
on its website ; 

“The shipment included $21 mil- 
lion in secure radio equipment to 
help Ukrainian soldiers communi- 
cate effectively without putting 
themselves in harm’s way, as well 
as nearly $2 million in battlefield 
life-saving medical equipment. 

After clearing customs, Ше 
U.S.-donated equipment will be 
delivered to Ukrainian Army units 
participating in U.S.-led training 
taking place at Yavoriv and Khm- 
elnytsky. U.S. trainers from Ше 
Joint Multinational Training Group 
(JMTG-U) will train Ukrainian sol- 
diers on the equipment for use on 
the frontlines. 

This $23 million in assistance is 
part of the United States’ $75 mil- 


this window of opportunity,” he 
added. 

No date has yet been set for this 
forum. 

Although he has yet to meet with 
Canada’s International Trade Min- 
ister Chrystia Freeland, their teams 
have been in touch. 

ЗТ like Chrystia’s vision of her 
mission as connecting Canada with 
the global economy. My feeling is 
that CUFTA perfectly fits into that. 
That is why Ukraine was designat- 
ed as a priority country under the 
Canadian Global Market Action 
Plan,” he said. 

ЗТ know Chrystia back from the 
times when both of us were in jour- 
nalism and, of course, I wish her 
the greatest success in her new pos- 
ition. I know that this extraordinary 
woman has been doing a lot to keep 
Ukraine among the priorities of Mr. 
Trudeau’s government. I also hope 
that all the Canadians — not just 
the Ukrainian community — will 
see cooperation with Ukraine as 
something of a very pragmatic na- 
tional interest for Canada,” Shev- 
chenko added. 

On a personal note Shevchenko 


lion dollar European Reassurance 
Initiative (ERI). Since the Ukraine 
conflict began, the United States has 
committed more than $260 million 
in security assistance to Ukraine, in- 
cluding the provision of body armor, 
vehicles, night and thermal vision 
devices, medical equipment, heavy 
engineering equipment, radios, pa- 
trol boats, rations, tents, and counter- 
mortar radars. 

A month earlier President Barack 
Obama signed into law the Con- 
solidated Appropriations Act, 2016 
passed by the Congress earlier that 
day which states that not less than 
$658,185,000 shall be made avail- 
able for assistance for Ukraine, 
which is $145 million above the in- 
itial request, according to a release 
posted by the Embassy of Ukraine 
in the United States. 

Combined with resources from 
other funds that may become avail- 
able for the U.S. Department of 


stated: “My family and I are de- 
lighted with Canada. We love 
everything — the people, the order 
and the great respect for every in- 
dividual that we feel. We even like 
the weather. It’s much better than 
what we were warned about in 
Kyiv.” 

What surprised him were the 
Malanka celebrations he attended 
at the Lemko Association in To- 
ronto and St. Joseph’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Oakville 

“In Ukraine never thought that 
the biggest Malanka would be not 
in Kyiv or Lviv but in Toronto,” he 
said 

“What a great honour it is to rep- 
resent Ukraine in such an unbeliev- 
able country like Canada... no other 
(Ukrainian) diplomatic posting can 
have such a unique standing.” 

Shevchenko also noted that 
Ukraine has a great sense of grati- 
tude to the Ukrainian commun- 
ity in Canada, referring to it as “a 
community which helped us regain 
our independence and helped us all 
these years to go forward instead of 
backwards and is now leading the 
whole world in helping Ukraine.” 


the total amount of funds for the 
defense and security assistance to 
Ukraine may exceed the authorized 
level of $300 million allocated for 
Ukraine in the National Defense 
Authorization Act, 2016. These ap- 
propriations also include $250 mil- 
lions to be available to the Secre- 
tary of Defense to provide Ukraine 
with assistance, including training; 
equipment; lethal weapons of a de- 
fensive nature; logistics support, 
supplies and services; sustainment; 
and intelligence support to the mil- 
itary and national security forces of 
Ukraine. 

Another important provision of 
the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2016 lifts a 40-year ban on 
the national crude oil exports. The 
decision will also assist efforts to 
strengthen the European energy 
security, as well as to decrease 
Ukraine’s reliance on the Rus- 
sian energy resources, stated the 


State and Department of Defense, 
a, 


Ukrainian Embassy release. 


Kyiv, Warsaw clash over status 
of 1 million Ukrainians in Poland 


Kyiv and Warsaw on January 
20 disagreed on whether the one 
million Ukrainians living in Po- 
land were refugees or economic 
migrants, as Europe tackles an un- 
precedented immigration crisis, re- 
ports Agence France-Presse 

Polish Prime Minister Beata 
Szydlo, whose conservative Law 
and Justice (PiS) party has been 
reluctant for Warsaw to take in its 
share of those fleeing unrest in Syr- 
ia and elsewhere, set off the spat 
with remarks January 19. 

“Poland has welcomed around 
a million Ukrainian refugees.” she 
told the European Parliament dur- 


ing a debate on whether her nght- 
wing government had violated 
democratic norms by introducing 
controversial reforms of the judi- 
ciary and media. 

“People no-one wanted to help. 
They're in Poland today and we're 
helping them,” she said, as ап 
armed, often bloody, conflict be- 
tween Ukrainian forces and pro- 
Russian separatists drags on in 
eastern Ukraine. 

Ukraine’s ambassador to War- 
saw, Andrii Deshchytsia, on Janu- 
ary 20 agreed there were around 
a million Ukrainians living in Po- 
land, but said they were not refu- 


gees. 

“These are people who come 
and stay here legally, who work, 
who study, who pay taxes and con- 
tribute in a certain sense to Polish 
economic development,” he said 
in a statement to the Polish news 
agency PAP. 

“These are not refugees. They 
don’t have that status and they 
don’t receive state aid.... There is 
reason to call them economic mi- 
grants instead.” he added. 

Deshchytsia said that of the 
4.000 asylum requests filed over 
the last two years by Ukrainians in 
Poland, only two were accepted. 


UKRAINE 2016 


16-day ALL-INCLUSIVE small-group tours 
QUALITY HOTELS...ENGLISH SPEAKING GUIDES 
May 13; July 23; September 9 
Van/Vict $5625.; Edtn/Calg $5525. 

Sktn/Reg $5425.;Wpg $5325. Toronto $5525. 
ALL TAXES AND SURCHARGES INCLUDED 
Toll-Free 1 888 269 3013 
www. ToursToUkraine.ca 


CONTINENTAL 
INN 


16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA TSP 4A8 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 
нипниововиоювогюмвоювивювоюиоювовюовиовюовювоюоюмвоюо 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Also visit our Liquor Store at the back of the hotel. 
We specialize in Ukrainian Beer and Vodka 


Ukrainian News is now 
available at the following 
locations in Edmonton: 


Chateau Louis Hotel 
Continental Inn 

Meest - Edmonton 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 
Servus Credit Union 
(Capilano Branch) 
Servus Credit Union 
(Delton Branch) 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral й 
experience? ; am 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal 
and respectful way, please call us. 
» Wide range of burial & crernation 
services & products 
» Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


Р 
я" М 


\ 
24 hours: 780-426-0050 


Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 
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www.parkmemorial.com 


Edmonton Lamont 


Mayerthorpe | Smoky Lake Vegreville 


"Owned and operated by the 
Smolyk family since 1941 
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СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1У3 
Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 
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ССУК - ue добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - а non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
* counselling and advice 
* information, referral 
* translation and interpretation 
* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
- parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 
has moved! 


After 28 years at our former location at 97 Street 
and 110 Ave., we have moved to a brand new loca- 
tion at 13623 — 149 Street to serve you better. 


Open Mon to Friday 8:00 till 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 till 4:00 
Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


Donors to the 
Ukrainian News 
Press Fund 


DONATIONS — 


Жертводавці 
на Прес Фонд 
«Українських Вістей» 


December, 2015, January, 2016 
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Prometheus Foundation, 
Toronto, ON 
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Canora, SK 
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Volodymyr Skotar, Fenwick, ON 
W. E. Stefanuk, Gibbons, AB 
Juie Trache, Edmonton, AB 


5200 

Stephanie Kucharyshyn, 

In Memory of her late husband, 
John Kucharyshyn $20 

Anna Grendowicz, Edmonton, AB 
$100 

Victor Marchak, Vegreville, AB 515 

Maria Maruszezak, Toronto, ON 
$50 

D. Kindy-David, Canmore, AB 
A Moroz, Winnipeg, MB 


$10 

Igor Drunewych, Toronto, ON 
Jennie Kuzyk, Belle Rive, ON 
Bohdan Nebozuk, Edmonton, AB 
Andrew Pankiw, Kitchener, ON 
Nick Puchalik, Edmonton, AB 
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LaSalle, QC 
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Edmonton, AB 


$35 

Cecilia S. Cherry (nee Korbylo), 
Toronto, ON. Jn Memory of her 
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Cherry (August 20, 1968 — June 
30, 1992) 


$30 
Alexabdra Sukniarsky, 
Etobicoke, ON 
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Dr. Bohdan Danylchuk, 

Fort Frances, ON 
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Walter Golebiowski, Calgary, AB 
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Сталін повертається на Донбас 


Андрій Діхтяренко, Радіо Свобода 

Контрольований проросійськими бойовиками 
Луганськ, північна околиця міста. Тут, у дворі ко- 
лишнього обкому Компартії України, 18 грудня 
2015 року з'явився бюст Сталіну - його встановила 
делегація російських комуністів на чолі з Казбеком 
Тайсаєвим, депутатом Державної думи. Вперше на 
території України, через 60 років після розвінчання 
«культу особи», з'являється пам'ятник радянсько- 
му вождю. 

Подія викликала великий резонанс в Україні, де 
повним ходом йде декомунізація. Але в самому 
Луганську установка бюста Сталіну залишилася 
практично непоміченою. З десятка опитаних нами 
наприкінці грудня городян ніхто навіть не чув про 
це. Втім, жителі обласного центру, які вже півтора 
року живуть під владою угрупування «ЛНР», таку 
ініціативу російських комуністів підтримують: 

- Позитивно. А як треба ставитися? 

- Скоріше позитивно. Одні його лають, інші 
вихваляють. Якщо хтось хоче поставити - будь ла- 
ска! 

- Сталін нас врятував, а репресії - побічний 
ефект! 

Сліди «побічного ефекту» від діяльності «вождя 
всіх часів і народів» у Луганську можна без зусиль 
знайти в десятку кілометрів від встановленого 
бюста генсеку, в «Сучій балці» - це лісопосадка 
недалеко від міського авторинку. Тут в 1990 році 
вирішили побудувати гаражний кооператив, і під 
час риття фундаменту ківш екскаватора зачепив 
цілий шар людських кісток. Луганський історик 
Валерій Снєгірьов працював на тому місці разом 
з іншими активістами організації «Меморіал». В 
«Сучій балці» виявили братську могилу 30-40-х 
років минулого століття. У цьому яру кати НКВД 
розстрілювали 1 потім ховали тисячі жителів 
довоєнного Ворошиловграда. 

«Останки там були  найрізноманітніші — 
чоловічі, жіночі, дитячі, у військовій формі, — 
розповідає історик. - Причому, у всіх одна харак- 
терна особливість — череп був прострелений біля 
основи, дуже акуратні дірочки приблизно 7 мм, 
стріляли з нагана... За найскромнішими оцінками, 
там було страчено з 1938 до 1942 року від 5 до 10 
тисяч наших з вами земляків. У 1938 році Вороши- 
ловград стає обласним центром, і у нього за ста- 
тусом з'являється свій розстрільний полігон. Ось 
ним і стає «Суча балка». 

Відкриття масового поховання жертв 
сталінських репресій в Луганську викликало все- 
союзний скандал. Але в KIb зробили все можливе 
i неможливе, щоб приховати масштаби злочинів 
радянської машини терору. Про те, як Держбезпе- 
ка в 1990 році намагалася сховати кінці у воду, нам 
стало відомо завдяки Службі безпеки України, яка 
надала вільний доступ до радянських архівів. 

«У так званій «Сучій балці» розкрите невідоме 
масове поховання з ознаками насильницької 
смерті. За оперативними даними і попередніми 
висновками, вказане місце може бути одним з 
поховань жертв репресій періоду 30-40 років», - 
йдеться в документі. 

Справу передали до прокуратури, яка повинна 
була займатися пошуком кримінальних справ сто- 
совно репресованих і співробітників НКВД, які 
вчиняли розстріли. З'ясувалося, що в управлінні 
калрів КГБ УРСР немає штатних розстановок 
НКВД у Ворошиловградської області! 

Подібні поховання знайшли також в інших вели- 
ких містах України - у Київській Биківні, Харкові, 
Сумах та Донецьку. У пресі з'явилася інформація 

про табір полонених поляків в Старобільську, 
розстріляних пізніше в Катині та під Харковом. 

У цей час з центру починають надходити ди- 
рективи, що закликають кедебістов працювати 
над зменшенням ажіотажу навколо місць масових 


розстрілів: 
«Цілком 0 таємно. Директива начальникам 
YKIB УРСР. У зв'язку з увагою громадськості 


до увічнення пам'яті репресованих в 30-i роки 
проявляється підвищений інтерес до встановлен- 
ї го поховання. Окремі на- 


особи 


HA МІСЦЬ 


І увати подібні явища, 
вживати від 
У фіналі 


боронило проводити ексгумацію в «Сучій Балці»: 

«Виявлено велику кількість останків трупів лю- 
дей і тварин. Як виявилося, дане місце є закритим 
в 1960 році скотомогильником, де проводилося 
поховання тварин, померлих від сибірської язви». 
ексгумації людських 
останків припинити, місце забетонувати. 

«Цей рів не просто щебенем засипали - смолою 
i бітумом закатали! - Свідчить Валерій Снеги- 
рьов. - Пройшовся каток не один раз, навіть якщо 
ї були виявлені якісь останки, і в кишенях щось 
було, їх так утрамбували, що зараз це все спресо- 
вано в однорідну масу. Вже нічого неможливо виз- 
начити, навіть якщо в майбутньому ви розкриєте і 
проведете ексгумаційні роботи». 

Громадськість обурилася, в червні 1990 року 
в «Літературної газеті» навіть з'явилася стат- 
тя «Кінці у хлорку», де чекістів прямо звину- 
вачували, що причиною настільки поспішного 
закриття місця поховань в тому, що там серед 
інших речей розстріляних знайшли залишки ши- 
нелей іноземного виробництва - в «Сучій балці» 
розстрілювати польських офіцерів зі 
Старобільського табору. Це загрожувало лугансь- 
кому КІБ міжнародним скандалом, розповідає 
Валерій Снєгірьов, автор книги «Ще було в 
Старобільську»: 

«Першими зі Старобільська почали висмикува- 
ти польських військових священиків — капеланів, 
їх було 12 чоловік, і сліди їхні губляться. За однією 
версією, їх мало не до Берії відправляли, Але я не 
думаю, щоб нарком внутрішніх справ питання- 
ми теології займався - швидше за все, в «Сучій 
балці» вони і поховані», - розповідає історик. 

Добровольці встановили на місці розстрілу по- 
каянний хрест і арку. Пам'ятний знак стоїть тут 
досі, але мало хто з жителів міста знає про те, що 
відбувалося в «Сучій балці» в 30-х роках. 

Далі перебудовна хвиля зійшла нанівець, 
луганчани з головою поринули в грозові 90- 
ті - стало не до історичної пам'яті. Розпав- 
ся і луганський «Меморіал». А вже в 2000-і 
роки місцеві еліти, закінчивши переділ шахт 
ії заводів, стали маніпулювати історією в своїх 
інтересах. У 2010 році в Луганськ приїжджає 
депутат Державної думи Російської Федерації 
Костянтин Затулін. Разом 3 Олександром 
Єфремовим та іншими видатними регіоналами 
він відкриває в центрі Луганська пам'ятник 
жертвам ОУН-УПА! На табличці - всього 18 
прізвищ, Деякі повторюються двічі. Пам'ятник 
стає частиною регіонального міфу, сюди щоро- 
ку покладали квіти мери, депутати облради, а 
тепер і верхівка сепаратистів з «ЛНР». А тисячі 
вбитих чекістами в «Сучій балці» залишаються 
безіменними й досі. 

«Я б сказав, що в Луганську дуже чітко просте- 
жують ідею товариша Леніна, що «пам'ятники — 
це монументальна пропаганда». | ось вони цими 
пам'ятниками формували те, що ми називаємо 
донбаським характером і донбаською свідомістю», 
- каже історик Валерій Снегірьов. 

Сьогодні естафету від Затуліна і Партії регіонів 
щодо форматування донбаської свідомості взяли 
російські депутати з КПРФ. Пам'ятник великому 
вождю в Луганську - лише продовження великого 
сталінського ренесансу на підконтрольних Крем- 
лю територіях. Точно такі ж бюсти встановлені 
комуністами в 2015 році в Липецьку, Пензі, 
Ярославської області і Ставрополі. 

Ті луганчани, що залишилися жити в місті під 
владою «ЛНР», подарунок російських товаришів 
приймають без протесту, кажуть, Сталін - людина 


Постановили - роботи з 


могли 


була хороша: 

- Хороша думка, хороша людина! 

- Він же багато хорошого теж зробив, війна яка 
була, він все це разом з нами пережив. 

- Я не проти будь-яких пам'ятників, я проти, 
коли пам'ятники зносять. А за те, щоб їх ставили 
- будь ласка. Я проти, коли історію змінюють, а 
коли її підтримують, все правильно. 

Проблема в тому, що Луганськ десятиліттями 
живе з історією, успішно зміненою радянською 
пропагандою. У цій історії, за яку тепер взялися I 
російські пропагандисти, зараз є місце хорошому 
Сталіну, але немає місця тисячам розстріляних у 
«Сучій балці» луганчан. 
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British inquiry 
implicates Putin in 
death of Litvinenko 


(RFE/RL)—A British inquiry has соп- 
cluded that the Russian government was 
behind the 2006 poisoning death of former 
Russian security agent Aleksandr Litvinenko 
and that President Vladimir Putin “probably 
approved” the killing. 

The findings, issued on January 21, said 
that there is a “strong probability” that it 
was carried out by Russian citizens Dmitry 
Kovtun and Andrei Lugovoi acting under or- 
ders from Russia’s Federal Security Service 
(FSB). 

British investigators concluded that Lit- 
vinenko, 44, had ingested radioactive polo- 
nium-210 while drinking tea in a luxury 
London hotel with Kovtun and Lugovoi. He 
died in a London hospital three weeks later, 
on November 23, 2006. 

Traces of polonium were found at sites 
across London where Kovtun and Lugo- 
voi had been, including offices, hotels, and 
a soccer stadium, as well as passenger jets. 
Polonium-210 is an extremely expensive 
substance that is only produced in a handful 
of top-security nuclear facilities around the 
world. 

Russia has refused to extradite them, and 
Lugovoi has held a seat in the Russian par- 
liament since 2007. 

Shortly after the report was issued, British 
Home Secretary Theresa May announced an 
assets freeze for Kovtun and Lugovoi. She 
said Britain has written to its NATO and 
European Union partners with a request to 
adopt a joint policy to prevent similar kill- 
ings in the future. 

May added that the Russian ambassador 
would be summoned to hear London’s com- 
plaints about Moscow’s lack of cooperation 
in the investigation. She said the report’s 
conclusions are “deeply disturbing” and de- 
scribe a “blatant and unacceptable breach of 
international law and civilized behavior.” 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry responded by 
calling the British inquiry “opaque” and 
“politically motivated,” adding that Moscow 
will have a more complete reaction after it 
studies the 300-page report. 

Russia’s ambassador to the United King- 
dom, Aleksandr Yakovenko, was summoned 
by the British government to hear London’s 
complaints about Moscow’s lack of cooper- 
ation with the investigation. Yakovenko 
issued a statement saying that “it is absolute- 
ly unacceptable” that the report implicates 
the Russian government in Litvinenko’s kill- 
ing. 

“This gross provocation [by] the British 
authorities cannot help hurting our bilateral 
relations,” the statement said. 

The report by British judge Robert Owen 
also named Nikolai Patrushev, a close Putin 
ally who was director of the FSB from 1999 
to 2008, as having “probably approved” the 
killing. Patrushev is now secretary of Putin’s 
Security Council. 

“Lam sure that Mr. Lugovoi and Mr. Kov- 
tun were acting under the direction of others 
when they poisoned Mr. Litvinenko,” Owen 
Wrote in the report. “The FSB operation to 


(RFE/RL}—Dutch prosecutors are inves- 
tigating a claim by a citizen-journalist group 
that at least 20 Russian soldiers were in- 
volved in the downing of Malaysia Airlines 
flight MH17 over eastern Ukraine in 2014. 

The Britain-based Bellingcat group said 
it had identified up to 100 Russian soldiers 
who may have knowledge of the movements 
of the Buk missile launcher that destroyed 
the Boeing 777 on July 17, 2014, killing all 
298 on board. 

In an interview with the Dutch TV channel 
NOS on January 3, Bellingeat founder Eliot 
Higgins said his organization believed at 
least 20 soldiers in an air-defense unit based 
in Kursk “probably” either fired the missile 
or know who fired it. 

The sources for the group’s findings in- 
clude the soldiers’ social-media accounts, 
photos posted online, and army data about 
personnel deployment that was available on- 
line. 

“We have the names and photos of the sol- 
diers in the June convoy who traveled with 
the MH17 Buk, their commanders, their 
commanders’ commanders, etc,” Higgins 
told the London Telegraph. 

He added that the group’s redacted 123- 
page report on the matter will be released 
shortly. 

Bellingcat specializes in trawling through 
data on social media and other online 
sources. It has been investigating the crash 


kill Mr. Litvinenko was probably approved 
by Mr. Patrushey and also by President Pu- 
tin.” 

Moscow has rejected past accusations 
of involvement in Litvinenko’s death and 
has dismissed the public inquiry as politic- 
ally motivated. An unidentified Russian law- 
enforcement source told the Interfax news 
agency that Russia will not turn Lukovoi or 
Kovtun over to the U.K. for prosecution. The 
Owen report is “politically motivated.” the 
source was quoted as saying. 

A Kremlin spokesman said on January 20 
that the inquiry was “not among the issues of 
interest” to Putin. 

The Guardian reported on January 21 that 
British diplomats were urging Prime Minis- 
ter David Cameron not to intensify sanctions 
against Russia in order to avoid a further 
deterioration of already badly strained rela- 
tions. 

Litvinenko colleague and co-author Alek- 
sandr Goldfarb, who lives in London, told 
RFE/RL’s Russian Service that the Owen 
probe was exhaustive. 

“As for its objectivity, the British system 
is set up in such a way that it is practically 
impossible to imagine any political pressure 


on the court,” Goldfarb said, “even though 


the fact that the British government did not 
want this investigation and did everything to 


block it has been well-reported.” 


Goldfarb added that British sanctions over 


the matter could well be expanded. 
“[London] could introduce sanctions 
against anyone who, in the court’s view, was 
connected to this murder,” he said. “For ex- 
ample, if the [polonium-210] was produced 


at a facility run by [Russian state nuclear 
agency] Rosatom, then its leadership or 


the nuclear center at Sarov, the former Ar- 
zamas-16, must be included in sanctions.” 
Litvinenko had worked for the main suc- 
cessor agency to the KGB, the Federal Se- 
curity Service (FSB), before moving to 


Britain and becoming an outspoken critic of 


Putin. 

Marina Litvinenko told Owen’s inquiry 
that her husband was a loyal intelligence 
agent who grew disillusioned with Russia’s 
1990s war in Chechnya. He was also disillu- 
sioned by what he saw as corruption within 
the FSB. 

At the time of his death, Litvinenko was 
reportedly working for MI6, Britain’s for- 
eign intelligence service. 

His death, and the resulting investigation, 
sent relations between London and Moscow 
to lows not seen since the Cold War and 
damaged Putin’s reputation in the West. 

The inquiry results come at a time when 
the Kremlin’s ties with the European Union 
and the United States have suffered further 
damage due to Russia’s takeover of Crimea 
in March 2014 and its support for separatist 
forces in eastern Ukraine. 

The EU and United States have imposed 
sanctions on Russia and on members of Pu- 
tin’s circle in response to Russia’s interfer- 
ence in Ukraine. 


Crimea issues warrant for Tatar leader 


(RFE/RL)}—A court in Russia-annexed 
Crimea has issued an arrest warrant for the 
veteran leader of Crimean Tatars, Mustafa 
Dzhemilev. 

The Kyiv District Court in Simferopol 
issued the warrant on January 21 and added 
Dzhemiley on its wanted list, saying three 
investigations had been launched into his ac- 
tivities. 

Details about the charges were not made 
public. 

In Apnil 2014, just weeks after Russian 


annexed Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula, Rus- 
sian authorities barred Dzhemiley from en- 
tering the region for five years. 

Dzhemilev, a Ukrainian lawmaker, and 
other Crimean Tatar activists have said that 
Crimea’s indigenous Tatar population will 
never recognize the peninsula’s annexation 
by Moscow. 

The 72-year-old Dzhemilev is a well- 
known Soviet-era human rights activist who 
Served six sentences in Soviet prison camps 
from 1966 to 1986. 


since it occurred. 


It reported in 2014 that a Buk mobile 


Russian soldiers identified in 
downing of MH17 airliner 


launcher was spotted on July 17 in an area 
controlled by pro-Russian separatists and 
said that the missile launcher came from a 
military convoy from Russia’s 53rd Antiair- 
craft Brigade — a unit based in Kursk but 
Sent on maneuvers near the Ukrainian bor- 
der. 

Dutch prosecutors in charge of the offi- 
cial investigations of the MH17 crash said 
on January 4 that they were investigating the 
claims that Russians were involved. 

“We received the report just after Christ- 
mas,” Wim de Bruin, a spokesman for the 
Dutch prosecutor’s office, told AFP. 

“We will seriously study it and determine 
whether it can be used for the criminal in- 
quiry,” he said. 

A criminal investigation by the prosecu- 
tors’ office is expected to name suspects in 
the case later this year. 

Ап air-accident investigation by the Dutch 
Safety Board released in October concluded 
that the Boeing 777 was destroyed by a Buk 
antiaircraft missile fired from a position in- 
side separatist territory. 

Russia has denied sending troops ог 
weapons into eastern Ukraine at any time 
since the war broke out in 2014, and has 
blamed Kyiv for the shootdown. 

The Donetsk People’s Republic, the Rus- 
sian-backed group that controls the area, 
insists it never had ageéss to ВОК missiles 
and has dismissed evidence showing a BUK 
launcher operating in the area when the jet 
was shot down. 


Bf 


Relatives of MH17 crash victims 
demand release of key data 


(RFE/RL)—Relatives of those killed in 
the MH17 air disaster are demanding the re- 
lease of what they say is key evidence that 
could shed light on the tragedy over eastern 
Ukraine in July 2014. ; 

Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 was shot 


down over the eastern Ukrainian region of 


Donetsk with the loss of all 298 lives on 
board, most of them Dutch. 

The Dutch Safety Board said in its final 
report released on October 13 that the jet was 
destroyed by a Russian-made surface-to-air 
missile, fired from an area at the time under 
the control of pro-Russia separatists. 

A separate criminal probe is also being 
conducted in the Netherlands to determine 
who was responsible and bring them to jus- 
tice. 

Now, Dutch relatives of the MH17 tragedy 
have written to Dutch Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte to protest that primary radar data was 


not made available to the investigators by 
either the Киззіап ої ainian authorities. 

“We can’t accept that people have refused 
to provide crucial information,” the families 
said in.the letter, published on January 13. 

They are urging Rutte to push either the 
United Nations or International Civil 
Aviation Organizationyto demand that the 
data is handed over. 

The families hope that may help pinpoint 
who fired the missile at the plane. 

The EU, the United States, and Ukraine 
believe the plane was downed by Russia- 
backed separatists using a Buk missile sys- 
tem provided by the Russian military. 

Moscow denies providing such equip- 
ment and has suggested that the aircraft was 
shot down by a Ukrainian fighter jet or with 
a Buk fired by the Ukrainian military — 
claims roundly dismissed by Kyiv and West- 
em governments. 


Poroshenko says no more power 
for Crimea until it rejoins Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)}—Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko said Ukraine is prepared to re- 
store electricity to Crimea after more than a 
month of severe outages, but only if the pen- 
insula annexed by Russia rejoins Ukraine. 

“We are ready to supply electricity to 
Crimea that is Ukrainian. You can have it if 
you want. If not, we'll wait until Ukrainian 
sovereignty over Crimea is restored,” he said 
on January 14 at his annual press conference. 

Russia has refused to go along with 
Ukraine’s conditions for renewing a contract 
that expired on January | to provide Crimea 
with electricity. 

Poroshenko said Ukraine is prepared to 


“assure supplies of electricity,” but the con- 
tract must stipulate that Crimea is an “au- 
tonomous republic” of Ukraine. 

He insisted that Kyiv is doing what it can 
to “prevent more complications in the lives” 
of Crimeans, but pointed out that Crimean 
leaders themselves had declined to renew the 
power contract. 

Residents of the peninsula have been ex- 
periencing chronic power shortages since 
the main lines carrying power from Ukraine 
were blown up on November 22. 

A partial restoration of electricity during 
December came to a complete halt after an- 
other attack on the power facilities on Dec. 30. 
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Ukraine needs 
defensive weapons 


Ukraine’s newly accredited Ambassador to Canada, Andriy Shev- 
chenko, has identified the delivery of lethal defensive weapons to his 
country as a key priority. He continues to raise this issue at all his meet- 
ings with Canadian officials. 

Like the United States and other allies, Canada has, to date, provided 
non-lethal aid, such as clothing medical supplies, as well as dispatch- 
ing 200 officers to help train Ukrainian soldiers. All these measures are 
helpful and our community is grateful for such aid, but, as Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko put it in an address to the U.S. Congress — 
you can’t win a war with blankets. 

Canada’s position, as expressed by both the previous government and 
the new one, has been that we must act in unison with our allies, therefore 
will not provide lethal aid until our allies do the same. 

Both the Ukrainian community as represented by the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress, and a number of government MPs, chief among them 
Etobicoke-Centre representative Borys Wrzesnewskyj, have urged Can- 
ada to take the lead on this issue, much as Canada did under Brian Mul- 
roney, When our country became the first Western Country to recognize 
Ukraine’s independence (a full three weeks before the United States), and 
under Paul Martin, when we sent an unprecedented 500 election observ- 
ers during the Orange Revolution. 

But now, even that position has become redundant as the United 
States has taken the lead in committing to provide lethal weapons for 
Ukraine. On December 18, President Barak Obama signed an omnibus 
bill passed the U.S. Congress which commits the United States to provide 
$658,185,000 (that’s $1 billion in our money) in assistance for Ukraine, 
including $250 millions for training; equipment; lethal weapons of a de- 
fensive nature; logistics support, supplies and services; sustainment; and 
intelligence support to the military and national security forces. So far 
only $23 million has been delivered, but the promise is there. 

Which means that when parliament resumes, it will be most appropri- 
ate to take a second look at our support for Ukraine and consider the sup- 
ply of lethal defensive weapons. Ukraine, in particular, needs defensive 
Weapons to combat tanks, artillery, planes and radio-electronic warfare. 

Shevchenko also points out that there is a common misconception 
among many that the war is actually over. But even though Ukraine has 
once again been relegated to the back Бигпег as far as Western media is 
сопсегпей, all is not quiet on the Eastern Front. Russian-backed terror- 
ists violate the ceasefire on a daily basis. As Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry 
stated on January 18: “Because of the deliberate policy of the Kremlin, 

which does not cease to conduct a hybrid war against Ukraine, we are 
forced to state that almost a year after the approval of the set of mea- 
Sures оп implementation of the Minsk agreements the situation in eastem 
Ukraine remains extremely fragile and far from the restoration of peace 
and security.” 

Russian dictator Vladimir Putin has also pulled the wool over the eyes 
of many Wester politicians with his air strikes in Syria, leading them to 
believe the myth he is actually targeting ISIS. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. On January 20 monitoring groups reported that Russian 
air strikes have killed more civilians — and more children — than ISIS 
fighters. So let’s not allow ourselves to be deluded. Putin is the greatest 
threat to world peace that exists today. 

Just as in 1240 Kyivan Rus stood at the gates of Europe in defending 
the continent from the Mongol hordes, so today Ukraine is standing 
against the terrorist hordes об а terrorist state led by a terrorist tyrant. Now, 
more than ever, Ukraine needs the firm support of the civilized world. 
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Putin is steering Russia to collapse 


By Alexander J. Motyl 
(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)—As the new year begins, 


both Ukraine and Russia are making steady progress. 


The difference is that, while Ukraine is slowly, and 
more or less surely, adopting a raft of systemic re- 
forms that will make it a normal Western market dem- 
ocracy, Russia is becoming a failed state. If current 
trends continue, as they probably will, Russia may 


even disappear. 


That’s not just my conclusion. It’s Dmitri Trenin’s, 
and Тгепіп is the director of the prestigious Carmegie 
Moscow Center and a distinguished Russian analyst 
who, unlike his former colleague, the anti-Putin fire- 
brand Lilia Shevtsova, has often expressed a soft-line 
interpretation of the Putin regime and its intentions. 

In a recently published commentary, however, 
Trenin takes off his gloves and compares Vladimir Pu- 
tin’s Russia to the ezarist regime on the eve of World 
War I. If, writes Trenin, Russia doesn’t develop a new 
foreign policy and embark on serious internal reform, 
“the Russian state could share the fate of the Romanov 
regime in World War I.” 

That is, Russia could collapse. In effect, Trenin is 
comparing Putin to Romanov Russia’s last czar, the 
hapless Nicholas II, and arguing that he has failed — 
completely. 

Here’s Trenin: 

“The political conflict between Russia and the 
United States is fundamental. There may be moments 
when tension eases and cooperation is possible, but 
there are no obvious options for strategic comprom- 
ise. Moreover, Russia has entered a phase of mutual 
estrangement with a large part of Europe; and it has, 
for the foreseeable future, acquired a hostile Ukraine 
on its border, whose new foundation for nation-build- 
ing is based on hostility to Russia. Finally, Russia has 
been sucked into the permanent theater of conflict that 
is the Middle East. ... 

“Tn its recent history, Russia has sought to embrace 
one of two competing overarching foreign policy con- 
cepts—but both have shattered. ... Both concepts— 


By Anders Aslund 

(Atlantic Council)—The outlook for the Ukrainian 
economy in 2016 is positive. Many important reforms 
were carried out in 2015. The necessary exchange 
rate adjustment has occurred and most required bank 
closures have taken place. The parliament has adopted 
tax changes and a decent budget for 2016. The debt 
restructuring deal has postponed foreign debt service. 
The current account is in approximate balance. Now 
is the time to move forward with more structural re- 
forms. 

1. The governing coalition needs to hang together, 
at least the Poroshenko Bloc and the People’s Front. 
They can gather alternative support for various votes. 
Early parliamentary elections should be avoided in 
2016, and those in power are presumably interested in 
doing so. 

2. If the coalition is to survive, Ukraine’s leaders 
need to put up a credible fight against corruption. That 
means that they have to sacrifice several top policy- 
makers who are evidently guilty of corruption. The 
choice is theirs, but real culprits must be exposed, 
sacked, and punished. 

3. To fight corruption, reform of the general pros- 
ecutor’s office and the court system has to start. This 
will be a prolonged battle, but the government can no 
longer avoid it. 

4. Energy reform has been one of the greatest 
achievements in 2015 and it needs to be completed. 
From April 1, 2016, all energy prices should be uni- 
fied to avoid further privileged arbitrage for certain 
insiders. A real market for gas and electricity can 
and should be introduced and supervised by a truly 
independent regulator. The repression of independent 
gas producers through taxation, market regulation, 
and criminal prosecution needs to stop. 

5. A mission from the International Monetary Fund 
is likely to come in mid-January and clear Ukraine for 
a major disbursement in early February. Yet it will be 
a challenge for the government to keep the IMF happy 
as populist pressures persist. 

6. On the monetary side, everything looks promis- 
ing. Most of the bank closures have been carried out, 
and the intemational reserves have risen frem 55 bil- 
lion in March to currently $13 billion, which is suf- 
ficient to keep the exchang : 
IMF disbursement, ге 


rent draconian foreign exchange т 


Ten reasons why I’m optimistic 
about Ukraine’s economy in 2016 


we can call them Plan A and Plan B — came into 
jeopardy in the first half of the 2010s, and were ultim- 
ately torpedoed by the Ukraine crisis.” 

So what should Russia do? 

“The key strategic objective must be to develop a 
new Russian foreign policy concept—a kind of Plan 
C. This concept should be based on a balanced under- 
standing of both Russia’s need for self-sufficiency 
and its necessary engagement with the rest of the 
world... 

“Yet all this is not the main thing.... Russians should 
turn their minds back to 1914, when amid a clash of 
world powers the old Russian regime came crashing 
down. If it wants to escape the fate the reform-averse 
Romanovs endured in World War I, the current rul- 
ing elite needs to prioritize domestic change and carry 
out a comprehensive overhaul of the country’s institu- 
tions.... 

“Russia’s current political and economic order, if it 
persists, will sooner or later doom it to a tragic failure 
as a state.” 

And there you have it. Unless it changes fundamen- 
tally, Russia will fail as a state. Which is to say that 
Putin has, within a few short years, managed to trans- 
form a stable polity into a failing state. How? Above 
all, by means of an ill-advised, criminal invasion of 
Ukraine. What was supposed to be a quick, glorious, 
little war has become a disaster—for Russia. Give the 
man another year or two and his current grade of C 
will, as Russia collapses and chaos envelopes its un- 
fortunate population, become an F. 

Trenin is being coy when he says that “Russia” got 
itself into trouble. Although Russia may fail as a state, 
it’s Putin, the man Steven Lee Myers calls the “new 
tsar,’ who has failed as a leader and pushed Russia to 
the brink of disaster. 

It’s hard to imagine that anyone could be a worse 
leader than deposed Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych. Yet Russia’s leader has done just that. 

Fortunately, as Trenin implies, the new czar may 
soon be Russia’s final czar. 


eased somewhat. In 2016, inflation will continue to 
fall, and with that the National Bank of Ukraine can 
cut the interest rate, and gradually a new credit expan- 
sion can start. 

7. Privatization and management of state enter- 
prises are becoming hotter issues because state en- 
terprises are a major source of corruption, which is 
best ended through open and complete sales. Open, 
large-scale auctions of state assets of little value must 
start. The management of the big state enterprises will 
continue to improve, and some big state enterprises 
will finally be sold in open auctions. 

8. Russia might actually return the occupied Don- 
bas to Ukraine. The appointment of Boris Gryzloy as 
Russia’s top negotiator in Minsk is an important posi- 
tive signal because he settled the Orange Revolution 
in December 2004. Another important Russian per- 
sonnel change is that Deputy Prime Minister Dmitri 
Kozak has replaced Vladislav Surkoy as the Kremlin 
man dealing with the Donbas. While 5игКом 15 a по- 
torious troublemaker, Kozak is a manager of frozen 
conflicts. The Kremlin currently ignores Ukraine, 
while focusing on its war in Syria. These negotiations 
with Russia must be a top government priority. The 
mutual sanctions, however, are likely to last. 

9. Ukraine’s economy is set to grow more than 
Russia’s in 2016. After two quarters of stabilizing 
output, 2016 is likely to see economic growth, and 
when growth starts it is usually higher than expected 
(currently 2-3 percent) because so many resources are 
underutilized after a big output fall. 

10. The European Union cannot stay so passive any 
longer. The EU Association Agreement is now fully 
in force. That means that the EU is obliged to provide 
more effective assistance to Ukraine. What is most 
important is that the EU is likely to open up for visa- 
free travel for Ukrainians in the summer of 2016. 

My outlook is quite optimistic because so many re- 
forms have been implemented in 2015, and Ukrainian 
politics have hung together. Now the public concerns 
about corruption need to find constructive outlets so 
that corruption really declines. Yet, Ukraine remains 
sadly poor and will do so for years. 

Anders Aslund is a senior fellow at the Atlantic 
Council and author of the book “Ukraine: What Went 
Wrong and How to Fix It.” 

This article was originally published in Russian by 
Novoye Vremya and has been abridged. 
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Should Ukraine worry | Ukraine as a о 
about US elections? г 


By Alexei Bayer, Kyiv Post 

The American presidency is up for grabs. 
Billed only six months ago as one of the 
most predictable elections on memory, with 
“inevitability” candidates Jeb Bush and Hil- 
lary Clinton set to represent the two parties, 
the main intrigue it promised was whether 
more Republicans or more Democrats would 
stay home in November. 

But the race has been thrown wide open. 
Marginal candidates, who at the start of the 
campaign were given no chance to figure in 
the vote count, have opened up a command- 
ing lead. Bush is a hopeless laggard in a 
crowded Republican field, and on the Demo- 
cratic side Clinton is battling a spirited chal- 
lenge by a quixotic, septuagenarian, New 
York-born Democratic Socialist. 

The country is still sharply. divided, but 
the division along party lines has been super- 
seded by a new split between traditionalists 
and revolutionaries. 

This new division threatens to change 
both America and the world. In particular, 
if a revolutionary is elected in November, 
Ukraine could lose in its life-and-death mil- 
itary standoff with Russia, and Putin could 
emerge victorious — provided his Russia 
can hold out for another year against the 
combined pressures of tumbling oil prices, 
international sanctions, misguided govern- 
ment policies and stunning corruption. And 
Putin’s victory, in turn, would probably 
mean the collapse of the post-World War II 
international order. 

For the past 70 years, Washington has pur- 
sued an extremely active foreign policy the 
purpose of which was to maintain a strong 
Transatlantic partnership and to support 
international economic and political stabil- 
ity. At the end of the war, it developed a 
set of rules and founded a number of inter- 
пайопаї institutions which became the basis 
for a relatively peaceful — and quite pros- 
perous — period of human history. 

America has made its share of mistakes 
and suffered several defeats — for instance, 
in the wars in Indochina and the Middle 
East — and has come in for lots of criti- 
cism. However, on the whole, the American 
Century has been remarkably successful. 
The United States helped rebuild Europe 
and Japan afier the World War П, prevented 
South Korea from falling to the communists, 
curbed Soviet expansion and eventually won 
the Cold War. Throughout this time, every 
American presidents, regardless of party af- 
filiation, ideology and priorities, remained 
committed to maintaining the world order — 
not least because the country was its primary 
beneficiary. 

George W. Bush and his neocon advisors 
went to war in the hope of righting the Middle 
East and bringing democracy to the Muslim 
world; Barack Obama rejected Bush’s militar- 
ism and unilateralism, but didn’t alter Amer- 
ica’s role in the world. On the contrary, he 
responded to challenges created by the rise of 
China by pivoting US policy toward Asia. 

But American politics are changing, and 
post-World War II policy continuity may be 
coming to an end. On the Republican side, 
the leading candidates, Donald Trump, Ted 
Cruz and Ben Carson, are right-wing rad- 
icals; the three of them collectively have the 
support of 65% of likely primary voters. On 
the Democratic side, another radical, Ber- 
nie Sanders, is still behind, but he’s surging 
while Clinton’s numbers are slipping. 

It has become received wisdom that 
Trump’s entry into the Republican race ex- 
ploded the political process and upsetting the 
early calculations. However, Trump merely 
tapped into a radical revolt against conven- 
tional politics. Starting to brew back in 1980, 
it came into being with two events in 2008 
— the selection of Sarah Palin as John Mc- 
Cain’s running mate and the election of an 

African-American president. In the seven 
years since its emergence, the nght-radical 


Tea Party movement, which has been mis- 


of European defense 


takenly characterized as conservative, has 
been able to shape US Congress and state 
governments across the nation. 

In the 2012 presidential campaign, the 
radicals in the Republican Party flexed their 
muscle for the first time, refusing to nomin- 
ate a conventional candidate and until the 
last minute supporting strange birds such as 
Michelle Bachmann, Herman Cain, Newt 
Gingrich and Rick Santorum. 

Obama, while promising radical change to 
his supporters, proved to be a fairly conven- 
tional politician. His policy initiatives have 
been centrist, and his marquee accomplish- 
ment, Obamacare, had originally been a Re- 
publican proposal. 

However, during his time in office, pol- 
itical Washington has been anything but 
conventional. The US government has been 
effectively paralyzed, as Congress passed al- 
most no laws and held up vital executive ap- 
pointments. Instead, Congress kept voting to 
repeal the health care law, which it has done 
more than sixty times. 

Faced with such obstructionism, the ad- 
ministration stopped proposing any import- 
ant initiatives altogether. Its inaction on 
the international front, which has frustrated 
many of America’s allies, also at least in part 
stems for the Republican’s determination to 
sabotage any of Obama’s actions. 

While it is true that this kind of scorched- 
earth politics has been motivated by personal 
dislike of Obama (and a sizeable dose of ra- 
cism), the radicals are in opposition not only 
to the president or the Democrats, but, im- 
portantly, to the establishment wing of the 
Republican party, as well. So much so that 
analysts have been calling this situation a 
civil war within the party. 

So far, the radicals have been more vis- 
ible on the right, while the Democrats have 
generally been a party of continuity. This 
may change in this election, as Sanders taps 
into the deep reservoir of their disaffec- 
tion. Symptomatically, political observers 
have noted a considerable overlap between 
those who vote for Trump and for Sanders 
— which, based on the differences in their 
political platforms and personalities would 
seem inconceivable. 

The election of a radical president will 
mark a radical change in America’s policies. 
The greatest change will be seen at home, but 
it will spell an inevitable turn inward, too. 
A key aspect of this change could be dimin- 
ished interest in defending the post-World 
War II order in Europe and lack of willing- 
ness to confront Russia. Trump, in particular, 
has already praised Vladimir Putin and Putin 
has expressed his support for Trump. Even 
though Cruz, like most Cuban-Americans, is 
a dyed-in-the-wool anti-communist, there 15 
little doubt that Putin will get on well with 
him, considering Putin’s stellar record with 
European right-wingers and neo-Nazis. 

As to Sanders, whatever his view of Putin, 
his first priority will be reforming the United 
States, which will require an isolationist pos- 
ition and a reduction in America’s commit- 
ments abroad. 

The result of any of those candidates get- 
ting to the White House could be the largest 
geopolitical realignment since World War П 
and heightened risks for everyone. 

The primaries will start in February and 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, 
Kyiv Post, Jan. 20, 2016 

At the start of the New Year, Ukraine's 
chief national priority remains defense 
against Russia. Despite humiliation in Don- 
bas, it continues to be Ukraine’s key threat. 
Like it or not, it will remain Ukraine's eter- 
nal neighbor. Each Ukrainian therefore, must 
have the skills to counter the enemy’s ag- 
gression. The situation has and will continue 
to have implications for the West. 

To have its punishing sanctions removed, 
Russia talks peace. 

Yet it continues to seriously undermine 
the Minsk agreements. Removing sanctions 
would only encourage further terror as even 
the present ones have failed to prevent it 
from spreading its terror in Syria and else- 
where. - 

Furthermore, Russia is enlarging its mil- 
itary power with break-neck urgency which 
speaks to war not peace. According to the 
latest statements from its Defence Minis- 
ter Sergei Shoigu the enlargement includes 
armored divisions near Kharkiv, Ukraine, 
doubling the number of military regiments 
along Europe’s western frontier, adding 
rocket regiments and nuclear forces much of 
this in 2016. 

New York Times columnist, Masha 
Gessen, writes. “The strategic purpose of 
(President Vladimir Putin’s) wars is war it- 
self. This is true in Ukraine, where territory 
was a mere pretext, and this is true of Syria, 
where protecting Mr. Assad and fighting 
ISIS are pretexts too. Both conflicts are wars 
with no end in sight because... only at war 
can Russia feel at peace.” 

Given this scenario, there can be no reduc- 
tions of sanctions. They are the only current 
weapon containing Russia’s madness. It’s 
feeling the pain and wants them to lapse. 
This is not the time to cave; rather step-up 
help to Ukraine to strengthen its security. 

Ukrainians live in a daily state of war. 
Their defense of Donbas succeeded brilliant- 
ly but Russia’s danger is constant. There- 
fore, President Petro Poroshenko needs to do 
more: create a national emergency prepared- 
ness program. 

This means more elite special forces. 
Train them in the Donbas warzone to bolster 
morale among the borderland population. 
Train the inhabitants. Hand them the means 
to fight Russia’s hybrid war tactics. Rather 
than be frightened victims convert them into 
a formidable defence force. 

Meet fire with fire. Vladimir Putin uses 
clandestine operations in Ukraine with dev- 
astating results. His terrorists — from little 
green men to corrupted heads of defence, 
security and judiciary obedient to Moscow 
— wage insurgency wars. His two-year hy- 
brid war requires a country-wide insurgency 
to deal with the Russian devil. 

Ukrainians know insurgency. The clandes- 


(RFE/RL)—The Coca-Cola Company has 
officially apologized to Ukraine for publish- 
ing on Russian social media a map of Russia 
that included Crimea, which was illegally 
annexed by the Kremlin in March 2014. 

“I can only apologize for this as it simply 
should never have happened,” wrote Clyde 
С. Fuggle, senior vice president of the global 


the surging radicals may choke once voters 
actually go to the polls. Americans may still 
opt for the safety of political status quo. The 
Democrats are still likely to nominate Clin- 
ton, and Bush, Chris Christie or John Kasich 
might yet come from behind to capture the 
Republican nomination. Those candidates 
will keep America’s intemational commit- 
ments intact. But their victory is becoming 
less and less likely — especially if the early 
January stock market swoon worsens and 
the global economic malaise spreads to the 
United States. 


beverage giant, in a letter to the Ukrainian 
Embassy in Washington dated January 6. 
The letter reads that the map “was pre- 
pared by an outside agency without Coca- 
Cola’s knowledge or approval.” 
On December 30, Coca-Cola Russia posted 
a holiday greetings message to the Russian 
social-media site VKontakte along with a map 
of the country dotted with Christmas trees. 
The map, however, sparked an angry ге- 
sponse from Russian users who complained it 
excluded several regions, including Crimea. 
On January 5, the company issued an apol- 
ogy on its official VKontakte page, along 


tine operations of the Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army against three different occupational 
forces — Poland, Germany and Russia dur- 
ing and post-World War If — is a textbook 
classic. 

President Petro Poroshenko needs to tap 
into this history to protect the gains made in 
the Donbas and in going forward by picking 
the best and brightest to create a most awe- 
some special-forces operation on the planet. 
Also, he needs to make every citizen a de- 
fender of Ukraine. An invigorated three-way 
national defence approach — conventional, 
special operations and citizen emergency 
preparedness — will enhance Ukraine’s se- 
curity. And more. It will provide a measure 
of protection for Europe. 

Of greatest urgency is the need to secure 
the porous borders with Russia. It wants to 
maintain the status quo in order to allow the 
flow of illegal arms and terrorist including 
those from Syria. Ukraine controlled board- 
ers on the edge оба dangerous and unpredict- 
able mafia-state are a must. They are a wall 
of first defense for Ukraine and for the EU. 

Ukraine has been such a wall — con- 
taining invaders from pouring into the rest 
of Europe — for centuries. It’s enough to re- 
member the halt of the Mongol hordes, the 
defense against the Ottoman Turks or Nazi 
fascist. (For more see Serhii Plochy’s excel- 
lent new history of Ukraine: The Gates of 
Europe.) Putin’s Russia is but today’s threat. 
It behooves the West.to remember that and 
support Ukraine, not’ Russia, in peace talks 
and in assisting Poroshenko, in transforming 
Ukraine into a once-again defense power- 
house of Europe. | | , | 

Of course, Poroshenko must continue pur- 
ging the pro-Russian elements in defense 
and security structures and seek further 
engagement for Ukraine’s forces with US, 
Canada and NATO’s participation critical to 
cementing Western partnerships. 

But he must do more: he needs to create a 
warrior nation out of Ukraine defending its 
sovereignty and that of Europe. He can make 
a good start by using former ATO warriors 
to teach emergency préparedness in schools; 
an indispensable civil defence tactic. This 
knowledge will provide a comfort zone for 
children and parents and teach patriotism at 
the same time. 

Let the returning ATO forces develop and 
teach the course. This! will give thera jobs, 
respect and integration. Expand the program 
to all citizens. Each Ukrainian needs basic 
insurgency skills to deal with the occupa- 
tional aggressor. 

Let best safe than sorry become the new 

defense mantra of Ukraine. This will have an 
impact well beyond its borders. 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, a former Can- 
adian government executive, із a founding 
member of the Canadian Group for Democ- 
racy in Ukraine. 
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Coca-Cola apologizes for Russia map 


with a new тар that included Crimea, as 
well as two territories missing in the earlier 
map: Russia’s western Kaliningrad exclave 
and the Kurile Islands, the Pacific Island 
chain whose ownership is partially contested 
by Japan. 

The new map generated a fresh wave of 
outrage from Ukrainians, who began circu- 
lating the hashtag #BanCocaCola and calling 
for a boycott of the company. 

“Personally, I’m not going to buy more of 
these products, and I call on all sober fellow 
citizens, and their friends and followers, to 
do the same,” Mustafa Nayyem, pro-West- 
ern lawmaker in Ukraine’s parliament, wrote 
on his Facebook page. 

“A replacement can be found for the loss 
of something small. But to destroy an entire 
country, having suffered thousands of losses, 
and yet to operate in its marketplace — that 
seems to me, at the very least, to be strange,” 
Nayyem added. 
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All the participants on stage for the finale 


Sherwood Park bilingual students 
put on Christmas concert 


(UkrNews)—Students from the 
Ukrainian Bilingual Program in 
Sherwood Park put on a special 
Christmas season concert at Festi- 
val Place, January 13. 

Participating were all the stu- 
dents in the program — from Kin- 
dergarten to Grade 11. As there are 
no students taking Ukrainian 30 
this year there were no grade 12 
students participating. 

The concert which focused on 
winter celebrations surrounding the 
Feast Day of St. Nicholas as well as 
Ukrainian Christmas and New Year 
marked the beginning of the cele- 
brations for the 125" anniversary 
of Ukrainian settlement in Canada, 
And all proceeds went to the “Help 
Us Help the Children”, а not-for- 
profit organization that is committed 
to improving the lives of children in 
orphanages in Ukraine. 

“During Advent we are called 
to give generously of ourselves in 
a variety of ways. Preparing this 


pty 


ЧУ чі 


concert, making the posters, and 
your support all came together to 
raise over $2000 for this worthy 
cause,” announced Odessa Bahri, 
who shared the MC duties with 
Matthew Kitt, during the concert. 

The three schools participating 
were Archbishop Jordan Catholic 
High School (K- 4) St. Theresa 
Catholic School(4-8) and Jean 
Vanier Catholic School (9-12). (Elk 
Island Catholic School district has 
a unique system of grade organiza- 
tion introduced three years ago.) 

Following renditions of «До- 
брий вечір Тобі» (Good Evening to 
you) and «bor Предвічний» (God 
Eternal) by all participants, the pro- 
gram was opened by students from 
Archbishop Jordan whose songs 
and recitals were dedicated to St. 
Nicholas, who even showed up for 
a visit. 

Following the youngest mem- 
bers, came the eldest — from 
Archbishop Jordan Catholic High 


School — who performed several 
carols, including a contemporary 
one with a hip-hop beat, - 

Then the students from the 
St. Theresa middle school came 
on. First was the Bandura class, 
directed by Professor Andriy Horn- 
jatkevyc, who performed with 
astounding precision. 

They were followed by costumed 
carollers from the grade 5 class ac- 
companied by guitarists from grade 6. 

Even the teachers came on for 
one number. 

During the New Year’s phase 
of the concert, students from both 
St. Theresa and Archbishop Jordan 
performed Malanka (Ukrainian 
News Year) skits. 

The program closed with a well- 
wishing from the students of Jean 
Vanier elementary school, fol- 
lowed by a rendition of «Старий 
рік минає», which translates as 
“The old year is passing by”, by all 
the students. 


Because you give... 


The Good News of Our Lord is 
shared with our brothers and 

sisters in remote and isolated 
missions across our vast land. 


“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God.”—Hebrews 13:16 
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St. Theresa’s Bandura players 


Ukrainians debating 
whether to celebrate 
Christmas on Dec. 25 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainians are debating a petition to celebrate Christmas 
on December 25, like Western Europe, rather than continuing to mark the 
holiday on January 7 according to Orthodox Christian tradition. 

The debate reflects the tug of war between east and west over the 
nation’s identify that has resulted from Ukraine’s falling out with Russia 
since Moscow annexed Crimea and backed a separatist war in the east in 
2014. 

Activists in favor of making the official holiday December 25, which is 
currently an ordinary working day in Ukraine, have started two petitions 
on the presidential website. 

If they gamer enough support, President Petro Poroshenko will have to 
ider making the change, though the Ukrainian parliament would have 


al say. 


Oleksandr Тигспупоу, the head of Ukraine’s security council, says 


. He has suggested a transition period during which 
celebrate Christmas on both dates. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, January 1 - 20, 1 - 20 Січня, 2016 


Above: Shumka’s Hopak; Right: Christmas Eve at the Staulbaum home 


Clara’s Dream makes a 
triumphant return to Jubilee 


By Marco Levytsky 

After a one-year hiatus, Shu- 
mka’s Clara’s Dream made a tri- 
umphant return to Edmonton’s 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditor- 
ium, December 29 and 30, 2015. 

And this time they hope it’s for 
good. 

Buoyed by a $225,000 grant 
from Sid and Nellie Braaksma of 
Northgate Industries — the largest 
in Shumka’s history — which pro- 
vided $75,000 for this year’s pro- 
duction plus another $75,000 for 
each of the next two years, Shumka 
hopes this will give the momentum 
the company needs to stage Clara’s 
Dream on an annual basis. 

“The plan for Clara’s Dream is 
for it to be an annual production 
for Shumka, an anchor for a season 
essentially, like the Alberta Ballet’s 
Nutcracker,” explains Shumka’s 
President Darla Tarnawsky. 

“Tt usually takes a few years to 
establish something like that in 
a market. Having the additional 
sponsorship support of Northgate 
Industries for these three years 
will give us the financial support to 
continue to present the show, build 
an audience, and establish Clara’s 
Dream as an annual tradition in the 
Edmonton area,” she told Ukrain- 
ian News. 

Dubbed the Ukrainian Nut- 
cracker, Clara’s Dream takes Pyotr 

Tchaikovsky’s beloved Christmas 


classic, The Nutcracker and adds a 
Ukrainian flavour, reflective of the 
composer’s own ethnic roots, to the 
production. 

Ukrainian Christmas traditions 
and symbols are woven into the 
lavish sets and costumes of this 
full-length production. In адаї- 
tion, this Nutcracker is the first to 
incorporate a Ukrainian Christmas 
carol, a grand orchestral and choral 
version of Shchedryk (Carol of 
the Bells), arranged by renowned 
Ukrainian composer Yuri Shevy- 
chenko. 

In addition to its Ukrainian 
theme, Clara’s Dream features bal- 
let, folk dance, and character dance 
from other ethnocultural groups, 
making it a true “Edmonton Nut- 
cracker”, reflective of the city and 
its ethnic vitality. 

Returning this year were guest 
artists Virsky and Kyiv Ballet com- 
panies from Ukraine, as well as Ed- 
monton’s Citie Ballet. 

New this year was Edmonton’s 
Viter Ukrainian Folk Choir, who 
added a new number, “Vo Vyfly- 
iemi Zirka Siyaye” (In Bethlehem 
the Star Shines), to the previous 
one which had been pre-recorded 
for the first two productions. 

Based on E.T.A. Hoffman’s be- 
loved tale The Nutcracker, set to 
Tchaikovsky’s iconic composition, 
Clara’s Dream begins when the 
young girl receives a Nutcracker 


PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


doll from her godfather, Dr. Dros- 
selmeier one Christmas Eve. As 
the clock in the Staulbaum home 
strikes midnight, the Nutcracker 
springs to life in a battle against 
the Mouse King. With Clara’s help, 
the Nutcracker and his battalion of 
toy soldiers defeat the Mouse King 
and his army, breaking a spell and 
returning the Nutcracker to his hu- 
man form: a handsome prince. As a 
gesture of his gratitude, the prince 
takes Clara on a magical journey, 
where they meet a cast of unforget- 
table characters — elegant Span- 
ish dancers, a mysterious Arabian 
girl and a merry Chinese trio de- 
light. A dazzling Ukrainian Hopak 
complete with high kicking kozaks 
is presented in a most spectacu- 
lar fashion. Soon, the Prince asks 
Clara to join him in a romantic and 
lyrical pas de deux. 

The production featured exquis- 
ite choreography met with thunder- 
ous applause by the appreciative 
audience who gave them perform- 
ers a rousing standing ovation. 

The key creative forces be- 
hind Clara’s Dream are Kyiv Bal- 
let Resident Choreographer and 
long-time Shumka choreographer, 
Viktor Lytvynoy; award winning 
set and costume designer Maria 
Levitska of the National Opera 
of Ukraine (Kyiv Ballet) and re- 
nowned Ukrainian composer Yuri 
Shevchenko. 
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The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
Call for Nominations to Board of Directors 


Французьке ім'я - Українська душа 
11727 Kingsway NW | Edmonton АВ Т56 3A] 


780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 1.800.661.9843 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko (Shevchenko Foundation) announces 
3 call for the nomination of individuals to serve as Directors of the Foundation. 


Directors act in a position of trust for the community, are responsible for the effective 
governance of the organization, demonstrate leadership skills, and are committed to the 
development of the Ukrainian community and Ukrainian cultural heritage in Canada, Asa 

volunteer Director, you help shape the policies of the Shevchenko Foundation, ensuring that it 

operates in a legal and ethical manner and within required bylaws. 


If you are interested in bei пе considered for appointment to the Board of Directors, please 
С: found оп our website 
m and submit by March 4, 2016 to: Nominating Committee 


Chair, UCFTS 202- -952 Main Street, Winnipeg, МВ R2W ЗРА, or email 


complete the 


ndation - 


Богдана Степаненко-Липовик 

13 грудні до Інституту святого 
Івана в Едмонтоні, завітав свя- 
тий Миколай для того щоб поздо- 
ровити єдмонтонських хлопчи- 
ків та дівчаток з наступаючими 
різдвяно-новорічними святами. 
Дітки з допомогою помічника 
Святого Миколая - Ангелика, зу- 
стріли старого-мандрівника тра- 
диційною піснею «Ой хто, хто 
Миколая любить». Після чого 
Святий Миколай почав випробо- 


вувати дітвору на спритність та, 


міцність з допомогою всіляких 
ігр. Найбільш кмітливі та сприт- 
ні отримували від старенького 
смачненькі подарунки. 
Перепочити дітки змогли під 
час виступу учнів Рідної школи 
при парафії Святого Юрія в Ед- 
монтоні. Під керівництвом ча- 
рівної Олі Миць дітки виконали 
«Ой хто, хто Миколая любить», 
«Добрий вечір тобі», «Гей летить 
колядка». Виступ юних канадій- 
ських українців заставив пере- 
хопити подих у всіх присутніх. 
Через чистоту звучання та мело- 
дійність виконання важко було 


повірити, що найстаршому вико- 
навцю було не більше 10 років. 
Після виступу учнів україно- 
мовної програми дітки побігли 
знайомитися з всесвітньовідо- 
мою казкою «Рукавичка». Пере- 
нести молодих дівчат та хлоп'ят 
в чарівний світ казки допомогла 
молода та енергійна працівниця 


Едмонтонської Міської Бібліо- 
теки - Наталя Вановська. Саме 
вона проводить  українсько- 


канадський варіант новостворе- 
ної Часу Оповідань в одному із 
відділів міської бібліотеки в Ед- 
монтоні. 

Поки дітки насолоджувалися 
товариством пані Наталі та зві- 
ряток, що поселилися у рукавич- 
ці доросла мали змогу ознайоми- 
тися із новим проектом Діти за 
Мир зорганізований активними 
учасниками українського грома- 
ди Едмонтону під егідою Інсти- 
туту Святого Івана. Проект має 
на меті підтримку дітей (у тому 
числі дітей-сиріт) воїнів антите- 
рористичної операції (АТО), які 
борються за Україну, шляхом ор- 
ганізації поїздки групи молодих 
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Святий Миколай завітав до Едмонтону 


Щоб підтримати 
проект Діти за Мир 


Діти забавляються на святі св. Миколая 


людей до Канади, для: 
- участь в школі лідерства; 
"вивчення англійської мови; 
"ознайомлення з історичною 
діяльністю перших поселенців 
та фермерів з України в Канаді. 
Проект буде вважатися успіш- 
ним якщо діти після повернення 
на Батьківщину будуть підтри- 
мувати зв'язок з приймаючою 


сім'єю після повернення до 
України, розширять знання щодо 
української діаспори у світі, зна- 
йдуть можливість реалізувати 
отримані під час візиту до Ка- 
нади знання в Україні, пізнають 
основи демократичного суспіль- 
ства та можливості його збуду- 
вати. Загальні витрати необхідні 
для реалізації проекту включаю- 


чи кошти на подорож та програ- 
ми складають 49 тисяч 600 ка- 
надських доларів. Більшість ко- 
штів буде закомульовано шляхом 
організації різноманітних подій 
по збору коштів. За додатковою 
інформацією звертайтеся до пані 
Богдани за номером телефону 
780-940-6393 або електронної 
поштою BohStep@gmail.com, 


Лемківський 


Б 


Як зберегти регіональну 
тотожність у вигнанні? 


Юрій Савицький, Радіо Свобода 

У Польщі набирає обертів мода на лемківську куль- 
туру. У різних містах країни функціонують лемківські 
організації, музичні й танцювальні колективи, видають- 
ся часописи, а пісні лемків звучать у загальнопольсь- 
ких теле- і радіо ачах. Таке явище можна вважа- 
ти феноменом, коми офіційними даними, лемків у 
Польщі трохи більше десяти тисяч. До того ж, наголо- 
шують експерти, вони розпорошені по всій країні. Як 
вдається лемкам плекати свою самобутню культуру і з 
якими проблемами вони стикалися в епоху глобалізації 
- про це Радіо Свобода запитало лідерів лемківських та 
українських організацій у Польщі. 

Пісні у виконанні польсько-лемківського гурту Lem- 
ОМ лунають на хвилях провідних радіостанцій Польщі. 
У їхньому репертуарі чимало сучасних аранжувань ста- 
ровинних лемківських співанок. Колектив став у Польщі 
відомим після участі у талант- шоу Must Be the Music, де 
заспівав лемківською говіркою пісню «Літай пташко». 

У новорічну ніч LemON розважав своєю творчістю 
тисячі мешканців польської столиці на Національному 
стадіоні у Варшаві. 

Це далеко не єдиний випадок помітного успіху лемків 
у сучасній польській культурі. У Польщі говорять про 
своєрідну моду на лемківську культуру, яка триває вже 
не один рік. | це при тому, що після Другої світової війни 
комуністи вигнали лемків з їхніх рідних Бескидів. Ча- 
стину - на територію України, а тих, які залишилися на 
рідній землі під час операції «Вісла», розпорошили у 
західних і північних регіонах польської держави. Тільки 
окремі лемківські родини, попри різні заборони, повер- 
нулися у рідні гори. 

Еміль Гойсак, голова Об'єднання : темків стверджує, що 
сьогодні важко сказати, скільки саме лемків є є у Польщі. 
Під час останнього перепису населення, проведеного у 
2011 році, частина з них декларувала своє лемківське 
коріння, а частина - українське. Загалом таких, які вка- 
зали, що вони належать до лемківської етнічної менши- 
ни у Польщі, було десять з половиною тисяч. Половина з 
них заявила, що лемки - це їхнє єдине коріння. За слова- 
ми Гойсака, лемки - це наче два боки однієї монети. Він 
пояснює: «Лицьовий бік - це ті, які ототожнюють себе з 
українським народом, а зворотня - ті, хто твердить про 
свою лемківську окремішність. Я вважаю себе і лемком, 
ї українцем одночасно, це мене духовно збагачує». 

Сьогодні лемки у Польщі здебільшого зосереджені не 
на тих землях, де одвіку жили їхні предки, а у західних 
воєводствах країни, зокрема в Сілезії, Гойсак, мешкає 3 
родиною в рідних горах. 

«Найбільше лемків проживає зараз на західних зем- 
лях Польщі, і ми тут у горах, на Горличчині у Мало- 


феномен 


польскому воєводстві, тобто на наших автохтонних зем- 
лях, трошки заздримо тим лемкам із західних земель у 
Лігниці. Вроцлаві, Гожові, де на танцювальні забави, 
на Маланку приходить 200, 300, 500 осіб, У нас у горах 
це інакше, складніше організувати такі масові заходи. 
Видно i по школах, і по дітях, що приблизно дві трети- 
ни лемків проживає на західних землях, а в горах - при- 
близно від 3 до 5 тисяч», - розповідає він. 

Гойсак звертає увагу на те, що лемки Польщі мають ба- 
гато спільного з автохтонним східнослов'янським населен- 
ням Словаччини. Тамтешні жителі гір рідко називають себе 
лемками, передусім - руснаками. Втім, наголошує Гойсак, 
коли зустрічаються лемко з Польщі із словацьким русна- 
ком, то у них виникає відчуття, що їх ніколи не розділяв 
польсько-словацький кордон. Одні й інші послуговуються 
схожими говірками, у них подібні менталітети. 

«Я народився і тут проживаю, кілометрів 15-ть від сло- 
вацького кордону. Коли зустрічаєшся з руснаком з про- 
тилежного боку кордону і починаєш з ним розмовляти, 
то враження таке, що не було ніколи ніяких кордонів», 
- сказав лемківський діяч. 

Гойсак розповідає, що етнічну тотожність лемкам до- 
помагають плекати громадські організації, установи куль- 
тури, церкви та школи. Він зазначає, що Польща як член 
Європейського союзу зобов'язалася дбати про етнічні та 
національні меншини, тож держава фінансово підтримує 
різноманітні ініціативи лемків. Упродовж кількох мину- 
лих років при в'їзді до десяти сіл у Бескидах з'явилися 
двомовні польсько-лемківські назви місцевостей. 

«Лемківські організації, яких на сьогодні у Польщі є 
13-14 - різні товариства, ансамблі притягують до себе. 
Вони є повсій Польщі - на півночі, в Лігниці, на автохтон- 
них землях. Діють Об'єднання лемків та Стоваришіння 
лемків, є різні гуртки, важко навіть все це перелічити. 
Вони активні, стараються отримати державні дотації, 
видають платівки, беруть участь у «Лемківській ватрі» 
(найбільший щорічний лемківський етнографічний фе- 
стиваль - ред.), у заходах різного спрямування», — гово- 
рить громадський діяч. 

Втім, визнає лемківський діяч, в епоху глобалізації 
доволі складно плекати регіональну тотожність, що 
базується на традиційній селянській культурі. Тож добре, 
каже він, що молоді й креативні лемки стараються осучас- 
нити прадідівську традицію, пристосувати її до модерно- 
го міського життя. Скажімо, на цьогорічні різдвяні свята 
молоді лемки влаштували флешмоб у торговому центрі 

міста Вроцлава, під час якого виконували рідні колядки. 

На жаль, каже Гойсак, лемківська спільнота Польщі 
поділена. Частина лемків вважає себе окремим від 
українського народом, який має свою власну оригінальну 


культуру, історію, мову. Такі тенденції посилилися 
останніми роками. Якщо раніше діти з лемківських 
сімей вивчали у школах як рідну мову укр ську, то те- 


пер вони мають вибір — між українською та л 
«Такі діти вибирають лемківську MOBY, ал 


у Польщі 


або навіть занадто часто, це не переходить в українство, 
тобто вони вже не йдуть на заняття з української мови, 
тож виховуються покоління лемківських дітей, які не зна- 
ють української, батьки яких вважають, що достатньо зна- 
ти лише оце сучасне новостворене штучне політизоване 
лемківство», - пояснює голова громадської організації, 

Про причини поділів у лемківських середовищах 
говорить Петро Тима, історик та голова Об'єднання 
українців Польщі. 

«На початку 20 століття на території Лемківщини досить 
сильним був москвофільський рух. Він проявлявся, зокре- 
ма, в тому, що частина лемківського населення переходи- 
ла з греко-католицької церкви у православ'я. Цей рух від 
таких філоросійських тенденцій перейшов до русинства, 
тобто до ідеї, що лемки - це частина русинського простору, 
який охоплює частину Словаччини, Закарпаття і Польщі, і 
що русини - це четверта східнослов'янська нація, яка саме 
зараз формується», - каже він. 

Частина лемків у Польщі, каже Тима, підтримує тісні 
зв'язки з русинськими організаціями у світі, зокре- 
ма у США, Словаччині та Сербії, які наголошують на 
непричетності лемківського етносу до української нації. 

| «Лемківське середовище дуже пов'язане з ідеєю малої 
батьківщини - Лемківщини, діалекту, регіональної 
традиції. Ця традиція відрізнялася у дечому від традиції 
бойків чи надсянців, наприклад, говіркою чи церков- 
ною архітектурою, кількістю словацьких та угорських 
елементів у фольклорі. Така специфіка на руку цьому се- 
паратистському рухові, який підкреслює непричетність 
лемків до українського єтносу», - розмірковує історик. 

Петро Tuma каже, що рух, спрямований na 
відокремлення лемків від українського народу у Польші, 
стає дедалі помітнішим. Такі настрої, зауважує Тима, 
притаманні деяким  лемківським діячам культури, 
журналістам, науковцям та священикам. 

Професор Богдан  Гальчак, польський історик 
лемківського походження, питанню тотожності своїх 
краян присвятив низку наукових праць, зокрема 
монографію «Історія лемків. Від середньовіччя до 
сучасності». Він наголошує на тому, що лемки упродовж 
століть створили яскраву i самобутню традиційну куль- 
туру. Дослідник навіть каже про своєрідний лемківський 
феномен у Польщі, адже цій нечисленній єтнографічній 
групі вдалося зберегти свою говірку i традиції за вкрай 
несприятливих обставин. Ба більше, присутність 
лемків у польському культурному просторі набагато 
відчутніша, ніж можна було б очікувати від невеликої і 
розпорошеної етнографічної групи. 

Професор Гальчак вважає, що лемки - це український 
єтнос. Та питання належності до нації - це питання ви- 
бору людину. Історія лемків у Польщі поточилася так, що 
сьогодні частина з них декларує свою належність до окре- 
мого лемківського народу. На думку польського вченого, 
внутрішні поділи серед лемків ослаблюють цю спільноту 1 
можуть завдати їй непоправної шкоди у майбутньому. 
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Manitoba provides ambulances for Ukraine 


Government partners with 
Ukrainian community 


(UCC  Manitoba/UkrNews)— 
Jan. 5 at the Provincial Legislative 
Building in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Premier Greg Selinger along with 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
- Manitoba Provincial Council 
(UCC-MPC) President Oksana 


Bondarchuk and David Chomiak 
announced that the Province of 
Manitoba is donating three ambu- 
lances for humanitarian Ambu- 
lances for Ukraine project. UCC- 
MPC 15 donating funds to cover the 
costs of a fourth ambulance. 

The ambulances are less than 
eight years old and have had recent 
safety inspections. The province is 
investing approximately $40,000 to 
make any needed repairs to ensure 
the ambulances are roadworthy and 
reliable when put into service in 
Ukraine. 

“The Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity in Manitoba is grateful to 
the Province for making this dona- 
tion of important medical equip- 
ment to Ukraine. In a short time, 
these vehicles will be in Ukraine, 
transporting wounded  5егмісе- 
men and injured civilians from the 
conflict zone so that they can re- 
ceive treatment.” said UCC-MPC 
President Oksana Bondarchuk. 
“We are extremely happy that be- 


Left to Right: Orest Gawdyda 


cause of the generosity of Mani- 
tobans of all backgrounds, UCC- 
MPC had funds in place which 
allowed us make a contribution of 
one ambulance to the project. It is 
symbolic that this announcement 
is coming just before January 7th 
which is Ukrainian Christmas,” 
added Bondarchuk. 

“Manitobans have a special bond 
with the people of Ukraine and 
we stand with them during this 
crisis and in their time of need,” 
said Premier Selinger. “The ambu- 
lance project is a practical way 
Canadians, and in particular, the 
Ukrainian Canadian community, 
can help.” 

The premier noted the Ambu- 
lances for Ukraine project will de- 
ploy this equipment to front-line 
medical and health-care workers in 
Ukraine. 

“The Ambulances for Ukraine 
project was one of the first prior- 
ity projects featured by the Ukraine 
Appeal, an initiative to focus the 
support of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community on the critical needs in 
Ukraine,” said John Holuk, project 
manager, Ambulances for Ukraine 
project, and member, co-ordinat- 
ing council, Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Ukraine Appeal. “While 


PHOTO — WAYNE GLOWACKI/ WINNIPEG FREE PRESS 
Premier Greg Selinger and Oksana Bondarchuk, president of the Ukrainian Canadian ( ‘ongress-Manitoba 
Provincial Council at the announcement that the prince will donate three previously used ambulances to the 
Humanitarian Ambulances for Ukraine Project. 


the first phase of the project was 
focused on providing care to the 
numerous victims of the conflict 
in the east, the second phase will 
expand the focus to meet the needs 
highlighted by the United Nations 
and World Health Organization 


UCC Saskatchewan Vice-President, Mary Ann Trischuk— UCC Saskatchewan 


President, Premier Brad Wall, Gerry Luciuk - SURAC Chair, Minister Ken Krawetz. 


Year of Saskatchewan 
Ukrainians proclaimed 


(ОСС Saskatchewan}—Januarn 
5 Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall 
officially proclaimed 2016 as the 
Year of Saskatchewan Ukrainians. 
The proclamation acknowledges 
the 125th anniversary of Ukrainian 
immigration to Canada while гес- 
ognizing contnbutions that Ukrain- 
ians have made to the province. 
Ukrainian Canadians are ап im 
ant part of Saskatchewan’s cultural 


гі- 


diversity making up 13 рег cent of 


its population; they proudly share 
their identity and culture, thereby, 
enriching our communities. 


UCC Saskatchewan President 


Mary Ann Trschuk and Vice- 


al proclamation 
at the Saskatchewan Le 
Building and presented 


where the continuing conflict has 
deprived many communities access 
to basic medical care.” 
Ambulances previously donated 
by emergency services in Sas- 
katchewan and Alberta have been 
delivered to hospitals treating the 
wounded from conflict zones and 
have already made more than 100 
trips to care for or transfer the 
wounded, the premier noted. 
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“There are many close ties be- 
tween Manitoba and Ukraine, and 
I’m pleased we’re able to provide 
help and support to people living in 
the conflict area,” said the premier. 

In August 2015, the province 
announced it would invest more 
than $6.2 million to purchase 52 
replacement ambulances іп the 
province to ensure the comfort and 
safety of patients. 
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Ipan Кухаришин, 
посмертна згадка 


Один рік тому 13 січня 2015 мирно помер Іван Кухаришин. Будучи 
в лікарні Іван Кухаришин запитував скільки йому років і коли почув 
відповідь що закіннив 93, він був у захваті. 

Він залишив спадок побудований на довгому житті. 66 літ со- 
пружного життя з дружиною Стефанією почато в 1948 році, у таборі 
переміщених осіб, Ноймаркт у Німеченні. В Канаді вже в 1957 році 
родина Кухаришинів мала чотирьох дітей: Маруся, Ірка, Ліда і Ігор. 
І, всвою чергу, Іван та Стефанія були обдаровані внуками Дем'яном і 
Лукою Петришин, Стефаном Смі та Ларисою Кухаришин. Пережили 
трагедію передчасної смерти сина Ігоря, 

Хоч закінчив вищу освіту лісництва, в Едмонтоні в 1949 році, Іван 
працював на всіляких роботах . Незабаром, у Василя Горбая, він вив- 
чив рисування карт | почав працювати у Міністерстві автомобільних 
доріг у провінції Альберта. Протягом багатьох років він працював 
вечорами на додаткових роботах, щоб утримувати сім'ю та запев- 
нити дітям можливість учитися. Діти не тільки вчилися у державні 
школі а теж вони вчилися в Рідні школі , на Курсах українознавства 
та ходили на лекції різних танцювальних, художніх і музичних шко- 
лах. Іван також зацисав дітей у молодіжну організацію Пласт та 
Діти Марії при церкві св. Юрія. Батько допільнував щоб всі діти 
завершили вищу освіту. Його пам'ятатимуть за його милуванням 
дітьми двох поколінь розширеної родини Трачів. Піклувався про 
їхніх потреб, часто проводив їх на екскурсії в місті та на природі, і 
допомагав їм вивчати математику 1 тригонометрію. 

З часом , на своєму робочому місці , його управлінські навички 
були визнані i він виріс професійно від того, що був рисувальником, 
до того що став начальником 20 співробітників у міністерстві. 

У час своєї емиратури він відновив своє волонтерське життя, 
а також доглядав за батьками Стефи, Михайла та Мінці Трач. Він 
служив скарбником Парафії Святого Юрія протягом 10 років. Він 
теж допомагав в Українському Канадському музею та архіві і був в 
управі Братства Українців католиків. 

Іван Кухаришин народився в селі Ріпинці близько Бучача. Його 

батько Семен фермурував разом зі своєю дружиною, Параскевією, і 
бувголовою Просвіти в селі. Наліжку перед своєю пердчасною смерт- 
тю батько Івана пом'якшав і, незважаючи на його заклопотаність, що 
освічені українці часто покидають свій народ, він погодився на те 
що Їван може продовжувати свою освіту. Успадкування Івана в землі 
переходить до його сестри Марії, яка, в свою чергу фінансово гаран- 
тувала, що Іван отримав освіту. За це Іван завжди був її вдячний. 

Іван ходив до школи отців Василіян у Бучачі, тоді до гімназії та 
в Львівський університет. Під час війни він був покликаний слу- 
жити, як у нацистській так і в радянській, армій. Не бачачи ніякого 
майбутнього в цих режимах він утік з України на захід з добрими 
колегами Йосипом Гошовським та Дмитром Родинюком — за що ро- 
дина є дуже вдячна. Він залишив в Україні матір та чотирьох сестер 
Ганну, Марію, Пелагну та Доню з якими він підтримував зв'язок і 
відправляв роками підтримку, коли міг. Його зустрічі з сестрами в 
1990-х років були повні зацікавлення і любови, 1 родинні зв'язки 
були відновлені. 

Івана Кухаришина пам'ятатимуть за його почуття гумору і блиску- 
чими очима, його вірності і служіння сім'ї, суспільстві та церкві, та 
його прищеплення своїм дітям і внукам любови 1 поваги до всього 
українського. Іван Кухаришин був олюбленний муж, батько, дідо, 
брат, вуйко, та друг. Отець парох Гарасенко відслужив похорон та 
панахиду на котрих дяком служив Маркіян Лазурко. В почесні варті 
стояли представники Братства Українців католиків. Родина вдячна 
всім за участь у похороні та за складені пожертви на Український 
католицький університет. Вічна йому пам'ять. 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
пресовий референт НТШ. 

В листопаді українці всього 
світу відзначають трагічну дату 
Голодомору 1932-33 років. В То- 
ронто 20 листопада 2015 року 
Наукове товариство ім.Шевченка 
разом з Українсько-Канадським 
дослідно-документаційним цен- 
тром організувало доповідь, що 
висвітлило страшні події Голо- 
домору та їх наслідки у ново- 
му ракурсі. Доповідь відбулася 
у приміщенні УКДДЦ при 
Інституті  св.Володимира, що 
на вул. 620 Спадайна в Торон- 
то. | Доповідачем був магістр 
та докторант з психології при 
Карлтон Університеті в Оттаві 
Брент Безо (доповідь була ви- 
голошена англійською мовою). 
У представленні 0 доповідача 
ведучий вечора магістр Миро- 
слав Іваник наголосив, що Голо- 
домором в аспекті колективної 
психологічної травми  Б.Безо 
займається з 2009 року, відколи 
закінчив Саскатунський 
Університет. Саме на цю тему 
він захистив магістерську пра- 
цю в Університеті Оттави, має 
низку публікацій, був нагород- 
жений дипломом та медаллю за 
видатні наукові досягнення. З 
результатами свого дослідження 
про довгостроковий вплив Го- 
лодомору на нащадків в Україні 
він 1 познайомив велику громаду 
зацікавлених слухачів. 

Б.Безо | розпочав з 
нення психологічної 
Є індивідуальна травма, що 
стається | після переживан- 
ня особою травматичної події. 
Є також травма колективна, 
яку переживає ціла громада, 
суспільство, нація внаслідок ге- 
ноциду, війни, чи іншої великої 
катастрофи. Магістр Безо пере- 
конаний, що такою катастро- 
фою став для українців Го- 
лодомор геноцид, свідомо 
організований Сталіним з метою 
винищення української нації. 
Травматичні наслідки цього ми 
спостерігаємо в українському 
суспільстві і сьогодні. Психо- 
логи дослідили, що найбільш 
довгостоковий та жорстокий 
ефект травматична подія має на 
дітей. В українському контексті 
мова йде про тих, що стали 
свідками Голодомору у восьми- 
дев'ятилітньому віці. 

Матеріалом для конкретного 
дослідження наслідків голодо- 
мору в українському суспільстві 
стало опитування м-ром Безо 
п'ятнадцяти українських родин 
з різних областей України, най- 
старше покоління в яких особи- 
сто пережило Голодомор. Кожна 
родина була представлена трьо- 
ма поколіннями: перше  -дідо 


пояс- 
травми. 
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Голодомор як колективна 
травма українського народу 


баба, друге -їхні діти (син/донь- 
ка), третє - онуки, усі дорослі. 

У результаті аналізу опитуван- 
ня MI-p Безо виявив такі спільні 
емойційні характеристики: 
страх та очікування іншого гено- 
циду, іншої масової травматичної 
події, і, як наслідок, соціальна 
апатія, небажання публічно вис- 
ловлюватися,  "висовуватися?; 
сум та жаль, що варіюються з 
поколіннями: у найстаршого - 
жаль за втраченими батьками, у 
середнього - жаль через те, що 
не знали бабусю-дідуся, у наймо- 
лодших - більш загальний сум; 
сором почуватися українцем, бо 
українці були проголошені воро- 
гами радянської влади; гнів че- 
рез заподіяну кривду при згадці 
про Голодомор. 

Одна з найхарактерніших рис 
тих, що пережили Голодомор - і це 
можна перенести на все українське 
суспільство, - величезна поша- 
на, навіть схиляння перед хлібом, 
їжею, і тенденція до надмірного 
запасання харчами, як запобіжного 
заходу перед ймовірністю черго- 
вого голодомору. 

Загалом, на 
рівні, вважає 
домор спричинив величезні 
втрати. Це втрата ( міліонів 
українського населення, втрата 
родинної власності та спадщи- 
ни, масове зубожіння та втрата 
традиційного укладу життя. Це 1 
втрата української ідентичності, 
мови та культури, коли внаслідок 
масового | вимирання цілих 
районів та областей влада запо- 
внювала спустошілі землі пере- 
селенцями з Росії, а тим, що ви- 
жили, вбивали в свідомість ком- 
плекс меншевартості. 

Врешті, підсумував свої спосте- 
реження Б.Безо, ті негативні яви- 
ща, які бачимо в сучасній Україні 
- корупцію, масовий алкоголізм, 
підвищену агресивність  се- 


національному 
Б.Безо, Голо- 


ФОТО — ІРИНА МИКИТЮК 


Матістр Брент Бузо під час доповіді. 


ред підлітків, високий рівень 
смертності серед дорослого на- 
селення та ін. - є довгостроко- 
вими наслідками колективної 
травми, пережитої українсь її 

суспільством внаслідок Голодомо 
ру 1930-тих років. 

Доповідь Брента Безо виклика- 
ла неоднозначну реакцію слухачів, 
що знайшло відображення у їхніх 
запитаннях. Зокрема, чи дає вель- 
ми обмежена база даних - лише 
15 родин, всього 45 учасників 
опитування, - достатньо підстав 
для подібних узагальнень? Та- 
кож, згадані негативні явища 
(корупція, алкоголізм | тощо) 
спостерігаються | в | сучасному 
українському супільстві не лише в 
східній Україні, що пережила Го- 
лодомор, а й у західних областях, 
де Голодомору не було. Врешті, 
чи справедливо все це списувати 
лише на Голодомор, адже лише 
за минуле століття Україна пере- 
жила і багато інших глобальних 
катастроф, таких, як дві війни, 
колективізація, сталінський терор 
проти української інтелігенції, 
совєтизація Західної 0 України, 
врешті, Чорнобиль? 

І все-таки, головна теза 
доповідача про те, що Голо- 
домор для українців став гло- 
бальною  трамвою, наслідки 
якої даються взнаки і сьогодні, 
видається справедливою. Зреш- 
тою, чи не підтверджують її 
недавні дослідження вчених про 
зміну генетичного коду особи 
внаслідок пережитого голоду? В 
усякому разі, доповідь магістра 
Брента Безо виявилась надзви- 
чайно цікавою 1 спонукає до по- 
дальших роздумів та майбутніх 
досліджень. Усвідомлення Голо- 
домору як колективної травми 
українців, безперечно, допоможе 
краще зрозуміти проблеми сучас- 
ного українського суспільства, а, 
може, сприятиме 1 1X подоланню. 


a S 


Московський патріархат тратитьь парафій 


(Радіо Свобода) - -Упродовж 
двох років в Україні 60-70 парафій 
Української православної церк- 
ви (Московського патріархату) 
перейшли до УПЦ Київського 
патріархату. Про це в ефірі Радіо 
Свобода заявив релігієзнавець, 
член підкомітету з питань 
жавної політики у сфері свободи 
совісті та релігійних організацій 
комітету Верховної Ради України 
з питань культури ї духовності 
Віктор Єленський. 

За його словами, такі переходи 
могли бути і у зворотній бік. 

«Очевидно, могло бути. Я про- 
сто зараз точно не можу сказати. 


де 


Могло таке бути. Але тенденція 
така: у тих випадках, коли CBA- 
щеник поводить себе, скажімо, 
по-антиукраїнськи на парафії, у 
таких випадках такі переходи не 
бувають рідкісними», - зазначив 
Єленський. 

Депутат заперечує тиск з боку 
влади на парафіян та священиків 
щодо переходу в той чи інший 
патріархат. 

7 січня 2016 року в інтерв'ю ка- 
налу «Росія-1» патріарх Російської 
православної церкви Кирил зая- 
вив, що «для нього Україна - це те 
саме, що й Росія». Він також зая- 
вив, що занепокоєний історіями 


із захопленнями храмів в Україні. 
Кирил навів приклад конфлікту 
між релігійними громадами у селі 
Птича на Рівненщині, де як він 
висловився, «суд виступає за пра- 
ва вірян нашої церкви, але жодна 
влада ці права не захищає». 
Конфлікт за церкву у селі Птича 
Дубенського району триває понад 
рік, відколи переважна більшість 
жителів села проголосувала за 
перехід під омофор Київського 
патріархату. Причиною відходу 
від УПЦ (МП) люди називали 
поведінку священика, який молив- 
ся за мобілізованих в АТО як за 
подорожніх, а не як за військових. 
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PHOTOS - BOHDAN KOLOS 
Holodomor Service in Notre Dame 


Ukrainians in France 
remember Holodomor 


mass at the Paris Notre Dame Cathedral. 

But Ukrainians still met outside St. Volodymyr 
church in the morning. The regular Ukrainian parish- 
ioners gathered to mingle and chat, and catch up on the 
local Paris news and events of the week in Ukraine. An 
assortment of vans with Ukraine license plates were 
parked on the side streets selling dried sunfish from 
Ternopil and offering to deliver letters and packages 
back home. 

The Holodomor commemorative mass was cele- 
brated by Bishop Borys Gudziak, (Ukrainian Greek- 
Catholic Bishop of France, the Benelux countries and 
Switzerland), and Bishop Hlib Lonchyna (Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Bishop of England) along with Bishop 
Eric de Moulins Beaufort (Auxiliary Bishop and Vicar 
General of Paris). Also in attendance were representa- 
tive clergy from the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and 
others from the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic clergy. 

There were over 500 worshipers in attendance at the 
mass, singing along with the Ukrainian choir from St. 
Volodymyr church. 

Bishop Hlib Lonchyna addressed those present dur- 
ing the mass, indicating the importance of never for- 
getting the millions of victims who were starved to 
death in Ukraine during the Holodomor famine-geno- 
cide of 1932-1933. 

“The evils of this world will not be overcome with 
yet more armaments, though they are necessary to de- 
fend oneself from enemies. The evils of this world we 
will overcome by praying for the conversion of our 
enemies, and by the witnessing of our Christian life 
and charity. 

“In these times we need to also remember our 
soldiers, who today are fighting in Eastern Ukraine 
(ATO), their families, the deceased, those who have 
been left without homes, without land. And at the same 
time, we cannot forget the victims of terrorist acts here 
in Paris,” emphasized Bishop Hlib Lonchyna. 

The mass at Notre Dame followed the commemora- 
tion events of the previous day held in Senlis, a small 
town on the outskirts of Paris. 

Senlis is where the daughter of Yaroslav the Wise, 
Anna Yaroslavna, resided and ruled as Queen in the 

11" century, and where today, in the town’s historic 
park, stands a statue to her memory. In this same park 
also stands a plague commemorating the Ukrainian 
Holodomor. Bishop Gudziak, Bishop Lonchyna and 
members of the Ukrainian community laid flowers at 
the foot of the statue and at the Holodomor memorial 


By Bohdan Kolos 

In the days immediately following the November 
terrorist attacks in Paris, as tourists, we were treated 
everywhere as very much appreciated foreign guests. 

Coming into the Notre Dame Cathedral to take part 
in a mass to commemorate the Holodomor of 1932- 
1933, we were directed to the shorter line, though 
still scanned twice for metal and searched by heavily 
armed soldiers. We felt privileged since the line for 
regular tourists was at least a hundred meters long. 
The Cathedral had been fenced off, and everyone was 
scanned at the outer perimeter and then again at the 
massive church doors. It was a bit unsettling to see 
so many armed police and military personnel every- 
where. But once inside the Cathedral we felt safe. 

On this Sunday, the local Paris Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic church of St. Volodymyr the Great was 
closed during the morning hours, since the parishion- 
ers were invited to attend commemorative afternoon 


plaque. 
Later that afternoon a conference was held in town. 
Professor Yaroslav Hrytsak of the Ukrainian Catholic 


ed a lecture entitle 
7. His 


Statue of Anna Yaroslavna in Senlis 


d “His- 
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Kolomoyskiy sues Russia 
over seized Crimean assets 


By Tony Wesolowsky 

(RFE/RL)—A Ukrainian _ oli- 

garch fleeced of assets in Crimea 
valued in the hundreds of millions 
of dollars is taking Russia to court 
in the quixotic hope of recouping a 
tiny fraction of those losses. 
Thor Kolomoyskiy says he was un- 
fairly deprived of his right to oper- 
ate a civilian airport in Crimea after 
Russia illegally annexed the penin- 
sula in March 2014. 

The Permanent Court of Arbi- 
tration (PCA) in The Hague an- 
nounced on January 7 that it had 
agreed to review the claim, which 
Kolomoyskiy filed one year ago 
with the world’s oldest institution 
for the arbitration and resolution of 
disputes involving states. 

Kolomoyskiy’s company 
Aeroport Belbek LLC — had a 
contract to operate a passenger 
terminal at Crimea’s Sevastopol 
International Airport until 2020. 
Kolomoyskiy wants Russia Іо 
compensate him for an estimated 
$15 million in losses, according to 
Ukrainian media reports. 

But whether the Ukrainian bil- 
lionaire — who has business inter- 
ests in the banking, energy, media, 
aviation, and metals sectors — will 
get his day in court is far from 
clear. 

Moscow says the court has no 
jurisdiction over the matter and 
that it will not participate in pro- 
ceedings, according to a statement 
by the court. 

Kolomoyskiy is no friend of the 
Kremlin. While governor of the 
industrial Dnipropetrovsk region, 
he took a firm stand against pro- 
Russia separatism by arming and 
bankrolling local militia groups 
and volunteer battalions. 

The PCA will first decide if it 
does, in fact, have jurisdiction to 
hear the case. 

Russia’s only encounter with the 
court to date ended badly for Mos- 
cow. 

In 2014, the PCS ruled that the 
Kremlin must pay $50 billion in 
compensation to former sharehold- 
ers of the defunct Yukos oil com- 
pany. 

Kolomoyskiy’s claim has cast a 
spotlight on the blatant asset grab 
by the Russian authorities in Cri- 
mea after the peninsula’s seizure. 

Shortly thereafter, all assets 
belonging to the Ukrainian state 
— from shipyards and oil rigs to 
health resorts — were openly ex- 
propriated by Crimea’s regional 
government, now part of the Rus- 
sian Federation. Others were sim- 
ply seized by armed men, some- 
times claiming to possess official 
decrees, which were never pub- 
lished, or no documentation at all. 

Early targets included Ukraine’s 
Chomomormaftogaz, the oil and 
gas company that was seized and 
handed over to a Crimean-run en- 
terprise bearing the same name. 

The legendary Soviet-era sum- 
mer camp Artek, and the Mas- 
sandra, Noviy Svet, and Magarch 
vineyards figured prominently 
among the other assets that were 


Russian authorities in Crimea 
aid in February that “about” 260 
tties on the peninsula had 
tionalized. 

er, Officials in Kyiv put 
much higher. 

first anniversary of Rus- 
over of Crimea, the 
Foreign Ministry said 
had illegally taken control 


Thor Kolomoyskiy 


over more than 400 Ukrainian en- 
terprises in Crimea and seized 18 
gas fields. 

“Tt was Russia that, using 
weapons, committed a holdup on 
Ukraine and nationalized dozens of 
Ukraine’s state-owned facilities,” 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk said in March. “We are 
talking not about billions, but about 
hundreds of billions of U.S. dol- 
lars.” 

Even that total, however, is like- 
ly much higher if the stolen assets 
of private firms are factored іп. 

In а preliminary — estimate, 
Ukraine’s Justice Ministry told 
AP in December 2014 that around 
4,000 enterprises, organizations, 
and agencies had\had their property 
expropriated. ~~ 

Kolomoyskiy and his businesses 
were among the big losers. 

The authorities in Crimea seized 
100 of his properties, including, all 
Crimean branches of PrivatBank, 
which he co-founded in 1992 and 
which is the largest commercial 
bank in Ukraine. 

Andrey Sambros, а political 
analyst and independent journalist 
from Simferopol, wrote in March 
2015, that the “Crimean govern- 
ment has used nationalization to 
target political ¢hemies.” 

Sambros noted that while Kolo- 
moyskiy was a clear victim, he was 
not alone. 

Serhiy Taruta, a multimillion- 
aire tycoon and former governor 
of the Donetsk region, also lost his 
holdings in Crimea, including the 
Ayvazovskoye park and palace. 

Rinat Akhmetoy, Ukraine’s rich- 
est man with large industrial hold- 
ings in separatist-controlled Don- 
bas, was stripped of the Crimean 
branch of Ukrtelecom, Ukraine’s 
largest landline telephone com- 
pany, in February 2015. 

Kolomoyskiy’s seized assets are 
proving to be a headache for the 
new authorities in Crimea. 

Russian-installed Crimean lead- 
er Sergei Aksyonoy said on De- 
cember 28 that few potential buy- 
ers were showing interest in the 
properties, apparently, he mused, 
because of the sanctions imposed 
by the West after Crimea’s annexa- 
tion by Russia. 

“Big players, unfortunately, do 
not want to have direct dealings on 
the territory of the republic due to 
the sanctions regime,” Askyonov 
was quoted as saying by the TASS 
news agency. 

Aksyonoy noted that an auction 
to sell of Kolomoyskiy’s former 
Foros health spa had to be can- 
celled because there were по bid- 
ders. 

Aksyonov’s government has as- 
sessed the value of the 65-hectare 
facility on Crimea’s southern coast 
at $20 million, far below its be- 
lieved value: 

Undaunted, Aksyonoy said the 
auction would take place in late 
January. 


"Tatar leader vows 
Crimea blockade 
will continue 


(RFE/RL)—A leading Crimean Tatar activist has vowed that a 
months-long, civilian-led blockade of the annexed peninsula will con- 
tinue until it is freed from Kremlin control, stressing that only concrete 
action can be effective. 

“We showed the Tatars in Crimea, Ukrainians, and all pro-Ukrainian 
people that there is a genuine movement under way to free Crimea,” ex- 
plained Lenur Islyamov to RFE/RL’s Tatar-Bashkir Service in a video 
interview. 

Crimean Tatars have been at the forefront of an independent cam- 
paign to push for the peninsula’s return to Ukrainian rule after it was 
seized by Russia in March 2014. 

The Crimean Tatars and other groups have blocked road links from 
mainland Ukraine to Crimea since September and are suspected of 
blowing up electricity pylons in November, disrupting power supplies 
from Ukraine to the peninsula for weeks. The incident heightened ten- 
sions between Moscow and Куїу, with Russia retaliating by cutting off 
coal exports to Ukraine. 

The blockade has also meant hardship for much of the peninsula’s 
2.3 million people, about 250,000 of whom are Crimean Tatars whose 
presence on the peninsula dates back centuries. Amid shortages of basic 
items, including food, some are questioning whether the strategy could 
backfire and make enemies of potential allies. 

However, Islyamovy, a former deputy prime minister of Crimea, while 
acknowledging the blockade “may be harsh in some ways,” is insistent 
that it should continue. 

“Crimea is the land of the Crimean Tatars. It is our land,” he said. 
“Therefore, when we organize an economic blockade, or an energy 
blockade, we are completely within our rights. We are Crimean Tatars. 
Crimea is our land.” 

Besides questions over tactics, Islyamov has also been grilled about 
some of the allies in his camp. Members of the ultranationalist Right 
Sector group, for example, have helped Tatars maintain the road block- 
ade. 

But Islyamov said sharing the same goals was more important than 
political leanings. 

“It doesn’t matter if they are ultraright, or ultraleft, it doesn’t matter. 
They are people that feel the same way as we do. That’s it. For us, they 
are patriots of Ukraine.” 

Instead of pulling back, Islyamov said in mid-December that the 
blockade would be extended to the sea early this year. 

“We have several stages,” Newsweek quoted him as saying. “At the 
beginning it was a product blockade and we did it. Next came the ener- 
gy blockade. We did that too.” 

“We would like to make the occupation of our land as expensive and 
complicated as possible. We will squeeze out and burn out the occupi- 
ers from Crimea, because this is our land, our graves, and our history,” 
Islyamoy was quoted as saying. “They have nothing to do there, get out 
of there, this is our home.” 

Speaking to RFE/RL, Islyamov said it made absolutely no sense to 
cooperate in any way with the “occupier,” Russia. 

“If an occupier has taken over your territory, then let him supply 
his own housing, food, medicine and everything else,” Islyamov said. 
“Why should we trade with a government that occupied our land, and is 
holding us, our relatives, kids, and other loved ones as hostages?” 

Russia does not have direct land access to Crimea, forcing the Krem- 
lin to ferry supplies to the region. However, Moscow does have plans to 
build a bridge that is scheduled to be completed by 2018. 

Islyamov’s defiance and actions have put him in the crosshairs of the 
Kremlin, with the de facto leaders in Crimea charging him with sabo- 
tage following the blowing up of the energy pylons. 

“Islyamov was one of the leaders [of the blackout]. Citizen Islyamov 
has now been charged with sabotage in absentia,” Crimea’s Prosecutor 
Natalya Poklonskaya said in an interview with Rossia 24 television on 
December 21. 

Islyamoy, a successful businessman, has already paid dearly for his 
actions, with all his assets seized by the Crimean leaders in early De- 
cember. 

Islyamov was the owner of ATV, the sole television channel broad- 
casting in the Crimean Tatar language in Crimea. Independent Crimean 
Tatar-language media have suffered under the new authorities, with all 
but one such independent outlet shuttered in 2015 under a Russian law 
requiring them to reregister, according to Amnesty International. 

Other assets stripped away were Islyamov’s transport company, Sim- 
CityTrans; a bank, Just Bank; and shops selling high-tech gadgetry. 

Islyamovy, however, has no regrets for what he has done, and says he 
and other Tatar Crimean leaders, such as Mustafa Dzhemilev and Refat 
СВибагоу, were motivated by extraordinary circumstances. 

Dzhemilevy, the 71-year-old veteran leader of the Crimean Tatars, now 
resides in Kyiv after being banned from his home in Crimea, a fate 
shared by fellow activist Chubarov. 

“We were all peaceful people, businessmen, or teachers, or doctors.” 
Islyamov said. “Chubarov was an archivist, the most peaceful of profes- 
sions. We were forced to be what they portray us to be, not because we 
chose it, but because life came to а halt.” 
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Winter on Fire blazes Oscar trail 


By Coilin O’Connor 

(RFE/RL)—When a friend in Kyiv called Israeli- 
American filmmaker Evgeny Afineevsky in Novem- 
ber 2013 and convinced him to drop everything and 
take his cameras to Ukraine because “something was 
happening” there, he had no idea what he was getting 
himself into, let alone that it would lead to an Oscar 
nomination. 

“Sometimes you need to be crazy, and I think we 
filmmakers are crazy,” he told RFE/RL shortly before 
the resulting movie, Winter On Fire, was short-listed 
for an Academy Award for best documentary on Janu- 
ary 13. “I came initially for two weeks, and that’s how 
long we planned to be there. But literally after eight, 
nine days things changed.” 

Angered at President Viktor Yanukovych’s abrupt 
rejection of stronger ties to the European Union in 
favor of Russia, tens of thousands of Ukrainians had 
gathered to vent their frustration on the capital’s Mai- 
dan square, the site of the Orange Revolution nine 
years previously. 

What started as a peaceful movement quickly 
spiraled out of control as the authorities became 
increasingly brutal in their attempts to suppress 
the unrest and, in turn, antigovernment activists at- 
tacked police lines and occupied public buildings. 
Some three months later Yanukovych had fled into 
Russian exile, and scores of demonstrators had died 
in the process. 

And Afineevsky was there to film it all, capturing 
the stories of people from all walks of life who took to 
the streets to steer Ukraine away from Russian influ- 
ence. 

While the gripping story of the Maidan unfolds be- 
fore their eyes, viewers get to meet enthusiastic ac- 
tivists, wizened soldiers, distressed medics, local pop 
stars, and even a young Romany boy, who all spend 
months in atrocious weather facing down police bul- 
lets and batons as they fight for sweeping reform and 
a more westward orientation. 

Having originally taken only two cameras to 
Ukraine, Afineevsky soon realized that he would have 
to call in reinforcements as events began to evolve 
rapidly. 

“We realized that history was happening here 
and we started to get more and more filmmakers in- 
volved...because the movement was growing so we 
needed to have more and more eyes on the ground,” 
he Says. 

Eventually, Afineevsky had 28 cameramen risking 
life and limb to record in minute detail those tumul- 
tuous days from November 2013 to February 2014, 
when the Yanukovych regime was toppled. They end- 
ed up compiling an incredible 15 terabytes of footage 
that was then supplemented with material from news 
organizations, including RFE/RL. 

Not surprisingly, editing this work proved to be a 
tortuous process, with Afineevsky and his team fever- 

ishly working “day and night” to knock it into shape. 

After five long months, they eventually honed their 
story into a compelling, visually spectacular narrative 
that has been captivating audiences since the movie 
was released in October. 


One thing that proved crucial to the process was 
Afineevsky’s decision to focus solely on the people 
on Kyiv’s Independence Square and to tell their stor- 
ies without overburdening audiences with too much 
background or context. The director did not want to 
take the audience “out of the Maidan” and he there- 
fore eschewed any detailed explanations of the cor- 
ruption and political tensions that brought people out 
onto the streets in the first place. 

“T tried to find interesting human stories that could 
be related to by a lot of people across the globe,” Al- 
ineeysky says, explaining how he brought together a 
motley collection of individuals who recount on cam- 
era why they decided to unite in their fight for a better 
Ukraine and spent months in winter weather facing 
down riot police to do so. 

By far the most captivating interviewee is Roma 
Saveliyev, a 12-year-old boy with a troubled back- 
ground who leaves home to join the Maidan and 
comes of age among the barricades, not unlike Gay- 
roche from Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables. 

His wide-eyed conviction is among the highlights 
оба film that is fast becoming a runaway success with 
international audiences, even though not everyone is 
pleased. Afineevsky, who was born in the U.S.S.R., 
says a number of Russians have left nasty comments 
on his Facebook page, but he is not too worried. “You 
always have haters in this world,” he says. 

Oscar nomination notwithstanding, some critics 
have also taken issue with the film’s “one-sided” nar- 
rative, which omits alternative viewpoints such as 
those of Ukrainians in the east who are now pushing 
to secede from the country and move closer to Russia. 

Afineevsky gives such reproaches short shrift, how- 
ever, saying that he is, first and foremost, a filmmaker 
not a journalist. 

He also dismisses claims that he oversimplified the 
narrative and glossed over some of the Majdan’s more 
unsavory elements, such as the involvement of the na- 
tionalist Right Sector movement, which has been ас- 
cused of fascist leanings. (Afineevsky points out that 
insignia of the far-right group can be clearly seen on 
one of the interviewee’s clothes.) 

In any event, Afineevsky argues, the presence of 
Right Sector at the Maidan does not detract from the 
fact that this genuinely popular movement succeeded 
in bringing down a corrupt regime and effecting 
change in Ukraine. 

“You know what? Right Sector, they actually fought 
for everything like everybody else. They were a part 
of these people,” he says. “At the end of the day, it 
was people who came out, who stood for what they 
believed in, and who achieved [something]. 

Since the Maidan, Ukraine has become embroiled 
in conflict following Moscow’s opportunistic annexa- 
tion of Crimea and the seizure of swaths of Donetsk 
and Luhansk by Russian-backed separatists in the 
east. With the country’s economy now in tatters as a 
result, Ukrainians face other obstacles as well. 

But Winter On Fire serves as a timely and often 
poignant reminder of the passion that led many 
Ukrainians to take a leap of faith on the streets of Kyiv 
two years ago. 
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Rey. Ек Cornell Zubritsky (left) and Igumen Gerasim (Power) (right), bless the water at the ice cross, while Fr. 
Michael Bombak stands on the sidelines. 


Feast of Jordan celebrated at UCHV 


Cont. from P. 1 
the Gregorian calendar, February 
15 on the Julian). 

The day opened with Divine Lit- 
urgies at the three historic church- 
es — St. Nicholas Russo-Greek 
Orthodox Church, St. Vladimir’s 
Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church 
and St. Nicholas Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church 

Participating clergy were Igu- 
men Gerasim (Power) for St. 
Nicholas Russo-Greek Orthodox 
Church, Rev. Fr. Cornell Zubritsky 
for St, Viadimir’s Ukrainian Greek 
Orthodox Church and Fr. Michael 
Bombak for St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church 

As the three churches alternate 
in leading the water blessing cere- 
mony which follows the liturgies, 
this year it was Igumen Gerasim’s 
turn, 

Although all three participate 
in the water blessing ceremony 
whenever the Ukrainian Orthodox 
or Ukrainian Catholic clergy lead 
it, the Ukrainian Catholic priest is 
relegated to the sidelines whenever 
the Russo-Orthodox do. 

Makowsky however, says that 
the Village has good relations with 
all three churches and they have no 
problem with the arrangements. 

The Russo-Greek Orthodox 
Church falls under the jurisdiction 


of the Orthodox Church of Amer- 
ica, an offshoot of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. It was granted 
autocephaly (independence) by the 
Moscow Patriarchate in 1970, but 
that autocephaly is opposed by the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Con- 
stantinople. 

The water blessing was followed 
by the blessing of homes and the 


burning of the Didukh (sheaf of 
grain), another Ukrainian tradition. 

Participants also had the oppor- 
tunity to visit historic buildings in 
order to witness how pioneers cele- 
brated his special day and partici- 
pate in wagon rides. 

Food services were provided by 
the Friends of the Ukrainian Vil- 
lage Society. 
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Participant jumps over the burning didukh 


Ukrainian Village searches for one last building 


(Alberta Culture)}—Do you, ог 
someone you know, own a granary 
from east central Alberta? If so, this 
could be the opportunity for you. 

The Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village (UCHV) is searching for a 
granary from east central Alberta to 
complete its collection of historic 
buildings and structures. 

Albertans are asked to help locate 
a granary that was constructed in 
east central Alberta and in use prior 
to 1929. This building will be added 
to UCHV property on the 1925-1930 
Ukrainian-Canadian farmstead, 
Which represents a period when 
Ukrainian-Canadian farms began to 
resemble other Westem Canadian 
farms in the province. Constructed 
of log, milled lumber, rough-sawn 
lumber or a combination of these 
materials, the ideal granary will be 

larger in size to illustrate to people 
how large farms and crop yields 


were by 1930, and reinforce a theme 
of progress and success for Ukrain- 
ian-Canadian farmers in the region 
after over 35 years of settlement. 

Before a candidate historic build- 
ing is moved to the UCHY, it is ге- 
viewed against the following criteria: 

*Significance to Ukrainian Can- 
adian history and the history of east 
central Alberta 


eDate of construction, dates of 


any major renovations and physical 
condition today. 

*Available 
documents related to 
ings, and their owners, 
in 1925-30. 

eThe number of peopl 
still alive, who с 
the buildings looked 1 
how it was furnished, and h t 
functioned from day to day, week 
to week, month to month, season to 
season, and especially during holi- 


photo 


day celebrations. 
*Existence of any furnishings, 
contents from the 1925-30 period. 
This building search is part of 
Фе UCHV Enrichment Program. 
This was initiated in 2003 with 
the Friends of the Ukrainian Vil- 
lage Society to help complete the 
Village by acquiring 20 missing 
historic structures from surround- 
ing communities in east central АЇ- 
berta. To date, 18} haye been moved 
to the СОСНУ and five structures 
е opened to vi 


rogram. 
ion about 
Лиге5 are 
t t Radomir Bilash, 
Historian for the UCHV at 
ar 
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EU-Ukraine free trade 
deal comes into effect 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s free-trade agreement with the European Union 
came into force on January 1, coinciding with the start of Moscow’s 
embargo against Kyiv. 

The free-trade deal, signed in June 2014, is part of the broader EU 
Association Agreement and stands at the heart of the drastic deterioration 
of Ukraine’s relations with Russia. 

The deal grants Ukraine tariff-free a to the EU’s giant market and 
is expected to boost Ukraine’s struggling economy. 

The European Commission said in a statement of December 31 that 
“the agreement will contribute to the modernization and diversification of 
the Ukrainian economy and will create additional incentives for reform.” 

Ukraine, whose market has been traditionally oriented toward Russia, 
will now have to turn itself toward the European market and adapt to EU 
standards and rules. 

Russia, furious at seeing its Soviet-era satellite turn to the West, has 
long been critical of the trade deal. 

An initial attempt to finalize the pact had failed in 2013, sparking 
protests in Kyiv that led to the ouster of Ukraine’s pro-Russian president, 
followed by Russia’s annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea, and a Russian- 
backed separatist uprising in eastern Ukraine. | 

Russia has taken retaliatory measures, suspending its free-trade 
agreement with Ukraine and banning the import of Ukrainian food, 


food 
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Girkin admits to executions 


By Anna Shamanska 

(RFE/RL) —For most of his 42-minute appearance оп a radio talk 
show, former Russia-backed separatist commander Igor Girkin sounded 
like nothing more than a fanatic discussing a dream now widely dis- 
missed as fantasy. 

He spoke of hopes for the creation of a “Novorossia” —a New Russia 
stretching across much of Ukraine, from Kharkiv to Odesa, and one day 
joining a Russian empire including all of Belarus and Ukraine. 

It wasn’t until the last minute that the interview with Girkin went from 
surreal to chilling. 

Referring to his time commanding separatists in the eastern Ukrainian 
city of Slovyansk in 2014, a host asks him how he stopped the rampant 
looting. 

“With executions,” Girkin said matter-of-factly. 

According to Girkin, separatist “authorities” installed a military court 
and introduced 1941 military laws implemented by Soviet dictator Josef 
Stalin. 

“Under this legislation we tried people and executed the convicted,” 
Girkin said. 

“While I was in Slovyansk four people were executed. Two among the 
military for looting, one local for looting, and one for killing а service- *™ 
man,” he said on the Radio Komsomolskaya Pravda, which is affiliated 
with a leading pro-Kremlin Russian tabloid. 

One of the people killed was an “ideological” supporter of the Ukrain- 
ian nationalist group Right Sector, he said. 

Girkin, also known as Igor Strelkov, was a key commander in the 
Russia-backed separatist forces in the early stages of the war against 
Ukrainian government troops that has killed more than 9,000 civilians 
and combatants since April 2014. 

Ukraine’s government has called Girkin a Russian agent and accused 
him of war crimes. He resigned as a rebel commander in August 2014 
amid reports that he had been wounded in battle. 

Later that year, he told an interviewer that he was a colonel in the Rus- 
sian FSB, or Federal Security Service —a statement that was edited out 
of the interview published by state-run Rossia Segodnya. 

In October 2015, the Brussels-based International Partnership for Hu- 
man Rights provided the International Criminal Court with more than 
300 testimonies about alleged military crimes and crimes against human- 
ity that it said had been committed by Russian-backed separatists and 
Ukrainian forces in Eastern Ukraine. 

It said that “while crimes committed by both sides of the conflict have 
been documented, the collected evidence primarily concerns crimes 
committed by separatists because of security issues related to accessing 
separatists-controlled territories of Ukraine.” 

In the radio appearance, Girkin said he was not concerned about the 
possibility of international prosecution. 

“I am not at all bothered by international law, because it’s a tool in the 
hands of winners,” he said. “If we are defeated, wel] then, the norms of 
these laws will be applied to me.” 

Fighting has lessened since a February 2015 deal on a cease-fire and 
ste eps toward peace, but the Russia-backed separatists still hold large 
parts of нак s Donetsk and Luhansk provinces. 

Girkin, a former military re-enactor, appeared to have the support of 
both the hosts and those calling in. 

“God forbid,” one host said, referring to the possibility of Girkin being 
sent to an реченні court for prosecution on war crimes charges. 

5 з feelings about Stalin, Girkin said he dislikes the dictator as 

s younger days, but believes that he was a great statesman at 
end of his life. 


for the sake of an idea,” he said. 
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Looking back and forward! 
Ethno-travelling/tourism/handmade 


(Cobblestone Freeway}—Edmonton’s lo- Victoria, Thunder Bay, Winnipeg, Saska- 
cal travel company with a Ukrainian heart toon and Edmonton to places like Ukraine, 
has gone from being a small company oper- Croatia, Hungary and Costa Rica. You may 
ating tours to Ukraine, to a global company recognize names like Viter from Edmonton, 
exploring cultures around the world from Pavlychenko, Lastiwka, Boyan and Yevshan 
Ukraine to Croatia, Canada to South Amer- from Saskatoon, Troyanda and Selo from 
ica and from Ireland to Australia. Manitoba, and Suzirya from Calgary. 

Started in 2011 by travel-enthusiast Vin- Other groups from in-and-around Alberta 
cent Rees, Cobblestone Freeway Tours of- have also travelled with Cobblestone includ- 
fers exceptional, culture-rich adventures that ing those from Peace River, Grande Prairie, 
leave travellers with memories to last a life- Camrose, Calmar, Vegreville, Two Hills and 
time. By specializing in cultural tours, they more. Much fun was had exploring old city 
offer unique, off-the-beaten-path, fun and streets, quaint mountain villages and con- 
affordable tours to suit a variety of interests. necting with their ancestral culture! 

Recent years have allowed them to take Cobblestone has even offered educational 
groups from all across Canada including: tours, taking Ukrainian bilingual students 


Ukraine, Croatia, Hungary, Costa Rica, 
Brazil, Argentina, Ireland, 
Italy, Greece and more... 
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780-438-7482. 1-865-787.7482 
intoQ@c cottestonet erwzy са 


www.cobblestonefreeway.ca 
поб 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, January 1 - 20, 1 - 20 Січня, 2016 


Myroslava Oksentiuk, Kayla Holowatiuk, Dania Pidlisetska, Kailey Pierson, Tamara Pitts 
and Daria Sholdra at a wedding in village of Krivorivnia. 


from Sherwood Park to experience 
Ukraine, allowing them to practice their 
language skills and engage with local 
students. And they look forward to doing 
more of this in the future! 

Looking forward, this bustling little 
local company is preparing for a full 
year by co-organizing the International 
Ukrainian Dance & Culture Festival this 
July in Lviv, Ukraine. The Viter Ukrain- 
ian Dancers & Folk Choir from Edmon- 
ton are performing attending along with 
other groups from around the world. The 
Ukrainian language group, Kursy, will 
follow soon after, giving their students to 
visit Ukraine and celebrate its Independ- 
ence Day on Aug. 24. 

While they specialize in curating ex- 
clusive tours for large groups, Cobble- 
stone is developing equally unique tours 
for the general public. Most popular 
are their “Spring-time” and “Easter in 
Ukraine” tours, as well as their signature 
“Fall Fantasy” tour replete with harvest 
flavours, and the “Balkan Journeys” ex- 
ploring Croatia, Hungary and Vienna. 
For those looking to spread their snow- 


visit 


Saturday Feb. 6 
Chateau Louis 
3:00 - 6:00 


Please RSVP by Feb. 1 or call for more information 


+« Ukrainian gift shop 


ae Taste some Ukrainian treats 


SERBIA - BOSNIA “ITALY - GREECE 
COSTA RICA - BRAZIL - ARGENTINA and... IRELAND! 


2016 
- CULTURAL | 
щ TRAVEL | 
PRESENTATION 


Travel stories, 
presentation frorn unique places 
around the world with Vincent Rees | 
from Edmonton’s 
Cobblestone Freeway Tours 


bird wings, they now offer a tour of the “Ukrain- 
ian” South America (Brazil and Argentina) to 
help beat the winter chill! 

Even though they have expanded, their roots are 
still Ukrainian. They maintain an office in Lviv, 
which coordinates genealogy research and village 
visits for anyone throughout Ukraine! 

The low Canadian dollar is not a problem for 
Cobblestone travellers. Many currencies around 
the world are also struggling, so stay tuned for a 
drop in all travel and flight prices. Signing up for 
the Cobblestone Freeway newsletter on their web- 
site will provide instant notification of the sales! 

Cobblestone has most recently opened a gift 
shop & gallery that specializes in gifts from 
Ukraine including CD’s, embroidered shirts, 
pysanky, children’s book and beautiful folk art. 
Their promise is to keep your fingers and toesies 
warm while browsing, all while sipping a cup of 
hot tea from the Carpathian Mountains! 

It’s exciting to see a local company with a 
focus on Ukrainian culture and traditions do so 
well. Congratulations to Cobblestone Freeway 
Tours and wishing you all the best of success in 
2016 and beyond. 

If you’re interested in learning more, come out 
to one of their presentations! 


slide show and video 


Sunday Feb. 7 


Continental inn 
12:00 - 3:00 | 


+ Special door prizes 
‘Discount || 


